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A copy ol'tllis OI'dcr made undcr SIltI-section (2 ) (It' Scctioli 281 f,ll' ti-,'_' ('tls tft, I!.\ .\.'I . I ur J

is granted to the concerned free of charge.

{a New fafwbr 3lirr ai farm; qt{ qI W&H R& Mr qT 3+ Him iI that q3 aaa +r 6 o Ft' +t +, ,.:Tri'

U-+fJ,t&+qTPabP a nq =n41{tq -;} WrH {} JITqTitI

Any appeal against this Adv:lncc liLlling c)!'dCI' shall iic hcl-t)I',' liIC II iF tr : '„t::-l i,i
c(IBccl-ned jurisdiction. within 60 days from the datc ot' tIle c\)lnl11Llllicatioil ,it > Llc iI I’iIi. ,IF
or order.

3 qTtr 28-1 th mm XTP+=n.'I grtr nrrqr Trqr 31fh Vdutq aT+ wn dv, qT qr.id qr a,.it ii qe(,iT':i Ill-i

cm, fqtrh 3+KITt tIt hI hRM tIlly! 'rqr g, &l Orr, fr t+ q& fri
I'lrc- advance ruling pronounced bv the Authority ulldcr Scctio ll 28 - 1 shall I'clr'tail’, \ ,Iii,!
itIr three years or till there is a change in law or facts oil tile basis t)I- \\-h ich LI- IC II, I\ iIi!='.
rulinp has been pronoun-ced. whicl'lever is earlier

4 q6t yTPqq)m +t 'rin van } fb nHa% mI 3+fir'T firfq,Iq %irurqg-T qr dz;it 'fl 'rri'l 'JUI.iI gIll Jill

fqqT wn vr, 3+ yr6 + a wnq Ehf§a qt faqT qTqrIT!

Where the Authority llnds that the advance ruling w;as obtained by thc appiict',iII b)' il'ilkILt

or nrisrcpl'cscnt£l bi.on of facts. thc sanrc shall be ciccltlrcd void CI h it:IIi,i
IF) :

f)-L
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Ii)iT So I'.IIt ons Pri vale I.imi',cd (having ll'iC No , AAIC12936/\) and }lcrcinaftcr rcfcrrcd

It) ils 'thc applicalrL'. in sIr(Irl) lllcd an applicalio:1 (C /\./\1+- 1 ) for advancc ruling before the
C-.tlstc)llns ,-\uLht)IiI)’ tIll /\cl\'£urcc l: ul! nBs_ \'lui:-,bat (( J.'\Al! I n short ). -I'llc saId apI)licatlon was
i'CCCt\'CLi tn thc sl:cI~cIal-1 at o !'thc (: /v\ Ii . M ulr1 bai on 2:: .09.2025 alone with cnc]osurcg in terms

ol' Section 2811 ( 1 ) oi' thc ( lustoms Ac1, 1962 (hereinafter rcfcrrcd to as the ’Acl,' also). - l-hc

appIIcant is seeking advance ruling on thc issue of classification of “l.liD I)river’= under
(*uslonls -l-al'ii-f Itcn1 ((,:'1'1 ) No 8504 40 90 of thc i:irst Schedule to the Customs 'l-ariff Act

l I-hc .\ pp liCa11L \'idc t,hci r application has submitted as follow’s

2.1 '1'hc I.I'il) 1)ri\’cr is placed between thc nra ins power and the 1. It!) light source. 'I-hc

1.1;!) light soul-cc is otlrcrwisc a low voltage dc\ icc and cannot be conncclcc} directly to mains

pi)\\-cr. I'ilc i-un( IIiOn o !- air 1.1'11) I)nvcl' is to convert (rcctif)') the incoming /\C voltage of 220

2+oV t(1 1)(’ \-oltagc and control the current bascd on the design ol- thc 1.i'll) jjght source with

\~,'lli'cir it is used -l-)'}rically, all I.i'll) ])river will have a wide rangc oJ- current as wcli as oi
\'<rltagc LO acc(Jlnnrodatc cli t-!-crcnt designs of I .II) light sourccs.

2.2 -1-hc \\ idc operating voltagc cnsurcs thaI as the I.1':1) light source lclnpcraturc changcs
and'or thc conLiucti \' itv oF thc 1.1 IJ) light soul'ci’: changes. thc I.IiI) 1)river can accommodate

these clrangcs over the li£'ctimc of thc I. I'll) light source. 'l'hus, by maintaining the I)C Voltage

c-In thc oulpul sidc. tIle ! , iII) light sourcc is thcn operated as per its intended design cnsuring
1ll;It tllc I.I'll ) light strtircc pr(i\'idcs thc illuininatic)n as dcsigncd alrcI also thc lifetime of the
1 il: ) iloIlt soLtrcc !> 111tllir’,aitlcd

2.3 1 ':sscntiail}- Ltlc i .I'll) I)I'ivcr works as a Rccti ncr or a Convcrtcr that converts the Acr to

I )C and also rcduccs thc current like a Choke. ThCrc is no specific classification of the product
callcd I.I:1) 1)river in llSN or in the l;irst Schcdulc to thc Customs 'rariJ-f Act, 1975. The

’\ pplic£111t inLclrcls to ilrlp(Ill thc [.1 ':1) 1)rivcrs and bef(Irc starting the inl ISort. wants ccrtaint\.’ ol

('LIStLlj11s, i)utics :t}rpticillrlc to avoid unsavol-y situation leading to avoidable litigation and
atLcl]danI linancl aI cost iII [-uturc

3. I-he applicant's interpretation of law and/or facts :

3. 1 C-ias;si llc£llic)II (ll'a product caltcd 'I .I'll) I)ri\"cr- under the I fjrst Schcdulc to thc Customs

I-ari l-l' Act, 1975 L\\ o colnpcling Chapter I loadings 8504 and 9405 .

13ascd on its i-unction as a converter, thc product is classified globally under the liSN
C't1 iII'tcl- llcadi IIP 85C iI Sub-hcading 8504 40 as Static Converter, Rclcvant data is found on

\\chbi lcs t) l- llrr III) llr£llrlll-acttLrc rs aIld suptrllcl-s t) 1- 1 ,1'11) I)I'i\'crs globally , An cxanlplc [l'onr Lhc

\\-cllsitc cII- I l£l\'cII.COIII IS II)r rc£’crcncc
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Somc companies in India also use the TISN (-ode 8504 +o and in pal’Licular lhc Indian

C-ustoms ’l'aril'l- ltcnr (C'’1'1 ) 8504 40 90 at eight-digit Ic\'cl 1(1 clrl>;sil} tIle I.I' I ) I)I'i\ crs I-tlr
paynrcnt ol-(iS’l'. A scrccn shot ol' thc I)I'icc I.ist ot' M/s I lavclls lllclill is it)1- rcILrcllcc

Driver LC 17W ?50 '700mA bl)Vd SC PRE2 1412

• FlexIble confIguratIon VIa basIcDIV WIreless and .SELL

Typical applications
• For IInear/area IIghtIng in offIce apPIIcal,ons

EAN/UPC' 9006210664958

Customs tariff No.- 850'.4095

<

a

f W ceIIIng clotHe sultat)!e for installatIon in 5.U8 cm (2) deep JunctIon box. sllrTr junctlorr box. cat)II-lets (I'I'_J

' ' 'rface applications,

Model Ordering
Code

JOY NEO LED CEll_ING DOME 7 W 65(>t) K LH EAATP ;'’ : L_ 1 VV( J( ) /

OC;TANE LED PANEL DRIVERS

L.ED edgelit panel drivers with universal connector for easy installatIons

Model Ordering
Code

LSSLNWO 1 67

I .SSLNWO 1 68

I_SSLNVVt ) 1 69

LSSLN\VC) 1 / C)

LSSLFqVVO 1 / 1

Panel Driver 3 VV

Panel Driver 4 W I A W

Parlel Driver 9 W / 12 VV

Panel Driver 15 W ' 18 W

F’arIel Drlv€ir 24 W

E-LITE LED PRIDE PLUS/Nrr
Decorative ultra slim round profile LED ligtrtirrg fixture witt I ClxtrCJLleCI poly(;c’.f-!)c*rl;’jttf . c’nvii(''llrl€1r’I till f ' I'. 'i I' !,'.
energy efficient ready to use pack

Model Qrdering
Code

LHEXBLP71N 1 WOOS

LHEXBLP rIN I WO09

!_HEYy\PP 7F:’N IWC2U

LHEXAPP7PN 1 W022

LED L.Flxt Elite Pride Plus Batten 5 W 6500 K
LED L.Fixt Elite LED PrIde Batten 9 VV 6500 K

LED Pride Plus NXT Batten 20 W 6500 K

LED Pride PIlls NXT Batten 22 W 6500 K
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Master Packing
(No. of Unit/s)

HSlq
Code

List Price in
? Per Unit

9'; OL> db

(No. of Unit/s)

1?4 N

Fl

Master PackingList Price in
? Per Uni

:'’:sO

JUO

HSN

Code

85044£ )f'Jt I

85(J.I.ll-lSit .

850,1= f b' +(

aS':-_J't 'I t J' )( ,

85C;44 t.it it,)

ii ' i F i

' / bi F\J

'. r !

''I :\I

HSN

Code

List Price in
? Per Unit

1 83.62
2 1 o . '1

210 4 f-

2.1 2 . 9/ 1

Master Packing
(No. of Unit/s)

20 N9'135 1 1 OCJ

94 OS 1 1 flo

9405 1 1 f;t .1

940S 1 1 1 )(

2(1 1\

20 N

+
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l{(r\vcvcl-. tiaLtI sc£tl'ch on asscssmcl’,I ot' inrl)orLcci I.iiI) I)rlvcrs by Cu.st.oms in IndIa

rc\ c it is tIlIIt Lhc sic Irc b,:ing classitlcd and asscs5;cd to duty undcr Chapter I leading 8504 Sub-

Ircaclillg 8504 4CI as Static ('olrvcrtcr (ill particular tlndcr (:’1-1 8504 40 90 at eight digit lcvci as

rcsi d Liar\' ('’'!-1 1-or Static ('(-Jn\’crLct'.based on, its function) as well .as sometImes undcr (:haplcr

cacti llp c)405 ((*'i-i ':'+05 c)(; oo 'at cip.I'll digit icvci ari parts oF electric luminaires and light

iltLilr jls) tllcrcb\- crcati11g cc Jn i'usiolr which needs a clarification by way of an Advance Ruling

uncIcr (_'haptcl' V 13 ot- thc C,'usLonls Act, 1962

(:llaptcr ! lcadilrg 9405 ol' I TSN as well as of the l"irst Schedule to the Customs ’!'ari fi
\cl. 1 975 undcr Scclic)Ir XX relating to 'N'Tisccllanc(.us N'lanul'acturcd Artlclcs- covers lnlcr–

IIi;', - I.tl111i nu il'c\ clllci light t tIR +it till gIS incltt(ting searchlights (.Ind spoIii g}11 s and parts there( lj,

tl€ it cIse\vhcl’e slrcciflc’c! Ol- included.

(_-haptcr sub–hcading 8504 40 specifically covers Static C9nvcrtcrs which include
laccI'i llcrs bv whic Ir altcrnatinQ current is col-lvcl'lcd to direct current. And that is what the

}'r,3c it ICI 1 .1'11 ) I )ri \ cl- tIc)cs. I )lrcc thc i .I'll) Drivers arc classitlcd as Rcctiilci's (within the group

St:ItiL: ( -tIll\-crtc:-\ ' t:lltlcl' ('1laptcr sub-heading 850+ +0, these arc out of' purvIew of C:haptcl

I icitclinp q405 ina\nILlcl\ as these arc spccitlcally included in (:haptcr sub-hcading 8504 40

3.2 -1'\vo Rulings o I' thc L JS Customs and 13ordcr Protection on sirnilar products holding the

classi l-lcaLion ulrdcr I !SN sub-hcading 8504 40 arc rclicd upon as under:

In c:asc CIf ' tIS ('us\{ I)nls : iu ling ! IQ 1 1121 540 datcd 02.1 1 201 1 , classi l-lcation of light emitting

dic)LIC ( 1.i'll)) dri\-crs, 'I-he subjccl dcviccs arc idcntit-icd as "'Xitanium I.I'-.i) I)rivcrs'- for 12 volt
( \,’ ) and 24V dirccl current (1)(:) 1. J11) systems. Rclcvant extracts of the said ruling as

rcprocJ,uccd hcl'cundcr-

} ' /\ ( ' I-S

"\ccorJilrg to I)I'otcsLtlnt, thc subject drivers arc dcsigncd to tolerate sustained open circuits and

sllcrrl circuit output ct)nditi(Ins whilc dclivcri11g constant currcnt to high power T.IIDs and to

IIl-c\ ct-it tl-£111sic11is cII- cul-t''_'nt ! I'otr1 daluaging tlrc I .IiI)s. 'l'lrc drivcrs dissipate power in

tlcl ; \ cl-illl'. tllat c'.lj:sitllrl curl’cnt to conncctcd I. i'll)s. which causcs thc case temperatures of the

dI-i\ crs to rise. \\'’1lcnc\'-cl' thc case tcmpcraturcs ol’ the drivcrs cxcccd a spccil*icd thermal

Fur Icc Lion standard . the drivcrs rcducc output power to connected I.III)s.

t'ht: clri\'cl's achieve this by converting 120 277 volts of alternating current ( /\C) to varying

\ t)llilgc Ic\ c is tII' i )(_ -. '!' irc 1 )(' \'oIIase Ic\“cIs depend upon the desired output current and the

n ul11 hcl o1- 1 ,1'11)s ttscd in the load. '1-hc output power provided by the drivers is specified on the

pro,luct ial)cIs and rangcs I'ron1 12 watts to 150 watts (dcpcnding upon the model

ISSL

\VllcLtlcl' lhc Incrchanclisc is classincd undcr subheading 8504.40.95, ll'l-SIJS. as rcctificrs;

subtrcading 8541.50.00. II’l-SLJS, which provides for other scnriconductor devices; or
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subhcading 854 1.90.(III. I I'l'S t'JS. part i; c) I' (>!hCI sc11\lct>lrcitlc tt >1- tic\ ICC i

1/AW AN 1 ) /\N Al / YS IS

C:lassincation tindcr thc ll’l'SL JS is nl_adc in accordance \\ith thc (icncr tIl l{-ulcs t>I

Inlcrprctation (( tRl$). (IRI I provi(Ics that the classillcilti(in tII' eLIt\tlS -=hIll! he cl,:tC:-lllillCLl

according to the tcrnrs ol- tI-IC hcadings CIt' thc to_ri I'l' SCllCCILllC iltlcl llll\- 1-Cl:IIi\C scctitlll t)I' :1liljlIL'r

notes. in the event that the goods cannot be cidssilicd sc)icI\' based c>11 ( ; IiI ] . and it- Ill,' llc ltd illb, s

and legal notes do not t>thcrwisc rcquirc. the remaining ( iRIs 2 lhrough 6 nlav lhclr hc i\ppliCLl

in order

I'hc iI'l'SL'J'S ' (201 0) provisions under considcration in this case arc as I'oilc)\\ s

8504 I':lcctrical tl-ansI'ol'nrcrs. static converters ( l-or cxanrplc. r.'clillcl-s) itnd ittctttClc>1-b' pIll-Lb

thereof: =:: $ $ 8504.40 Static converters: # # # 8504.40.95 Other. 8 :1; # # 85+ 1 1)iodcs

transIstors and sinrilar scnriconductor devices: photoscnsiti\'c scnriccrndLlctc>1' ttc\ icc-1.

including photovoltaic cells whether or not assembled in modules or lilac Ic up intl) panels: liFtIt -

emitting diodes; mounted piczoclcctric crystals: parts thcrcol': $ $ $ 854 1.5t>.o(> otllcl
semiconductor devices # # # 854 1.90.oo barts , a # 8

I.cgal Note 2 to Chapter 85. II'l'StJS. slatcs that '’I h joadings 850 1 ttl 850+ cItI trot appl\ it) Bt>t)tIs

dcscl'ibcd in heading, 8541 janl(Ing others 1.-- 1.cgal Ncrtc S ttl th;It s:'.lllc cIlt1 IIter sItIIes tIII it -'I 1-ItII

thc classillcation ot- 1 diodes. transistors and sinlil ill- scjlr ict)l-,cltlclt)I' ,IL'\-iCes I, llC;ILliil}'.\ SS-+ I IIIILi

8542 shall take prcccdcncc over any otlrcr heading in thc NolllcllcliltLll'L', cxccl-)I ill tIle case '.i

heading 8523, which might covcr thcn1 by reference to. in particular, their I'unction

!''urthcrmorc. I.cgal Note 2 to Section XVI states the following. in pcllincllt paIl :

Subject to the gclrcral provisiolls rcgardinE! thc classi llc;Itil)11 tIl’ I);IrIS ( scc tllc ( ;cllr!- IIt

I':xplanatory Notc to Sccti(>11 XVI ). parts oi- gc)ods I)I' this llctILlilrg tIlt :IIst> clilssillctl ilcl’c

llowcvcr. most of t.he electrical components of the devices ol’ this hc£lding arc k) bc it)und ill
other headings of the Chapter. for example:

( C)
Scrn i conductor d i(>dcs. ' transistors. and tlr\ ri st tlr>; - ( hc;ttii liu SS . ] I )

llcrc, a subject driver contains an liMI and rcctillcr that con\’crt inc(>n-ling /\(' Into il itctillcti
sinusoidal waveform . ’l'hc 13oost Povvcr Circuit then converts thc .rccli l’icd si ntlso i dill \\ a\-ct-clrir I

to a llxcd. regulated 1)(: voltage. '1-hc I)\Vh/l hali--bridgc pt)wt_'l' slagIC IIIILi tIle c)ut}rklt I ':\11 111tcl-

convert the I)(: voltagc (I'ron1 thc boost po\vcr Cil-CLlit OLltpUt ) tcl a high-iI-cqtlclrc} I)Lllsatilry_

signal. ’l'hc widths of the pulscs arc determined by the l’WM hall-'-bridgc control stage. 'l-llc
high-frequency pulsating signal is led to the primary side ol’ an isolation transIt)l-lncr. 'l'hc

sccol{darT signal is rectiFied and passed through a high-i-l-cqucnc}’ illtcr to ohL:till tllc dCSil-CLI

voltage/current for the 1.1':1) Ioads. All ol' thcsc I'unctions :lct iII c(rnccl1 tcl rcctil'\ tllc illctrln IIly

alternating current to an outgoing direct currcnt that pc>\\-crs the I.I'll )s, in c>kll' t)jliIlIL311_ tIle

drivers fall squarely within subheading 8504, 11'1-St JS. as rcctilic
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i’rotcstant asscr1,s that thc drivers are not rccti!’icl's because the hrid£ics in the instant

t.il-i\ c!-s are sulhsta11tlir! !) ?;lt111lat' in !-uncllcri- I to lhc !; R:)s of L]Q_960323 BIrd tIle thyristor

ll',t)CiLliCS c)i' /\ i31; i)on clr 1-lanslr-rissiolr bcctlusc thc subject dl-ivc.I's --Bcncraliy rcctii-y auxiliarY

nuLl:liII by con\’crt{ng 1)(J voltage to a high frcqucncy pulsating signal,’' and -'the sole purposc
ol- a rcctincr jclassiilab Ic under hca(ling 8504. li'l’SUS I is to convert AC: to I)C.” Scc

!’riltcsta IIL-S March 7. 20 it . submission at page 2. !>rolCSLant states that the dcviccs arc instead

cli ISSlilll Ilie as sclrllc'."n, Itlctc'l- cic\; ICCS under 85+ 1 . 1 I'i-StJS. \Vc dIsagree.

I.opal \cllc S(iI) to C-hunter 85. 1 !'1 StiS. dcilncs '-diodes. tl'ansistors and silniiar
scllllconductol- dc\’lccs-- as devices thc opcratiolr of \\;IIich dcpcn(is on variations in resistivity
ill- tIle application ol’ an cicc'tric field.'- ProIcsI;'InI pc>sits that whiic thc term "rcsistivity” is not

clc11 ucd I n Lhc 1 l’I-S_ rcsisLi \'ity is -'.thc power or property o i- resist.ancC'- and -'clcctrica! resistance
Incasu ltd as a t-Ltnction o I' a -given volume or arca.’- Scc Attachment A to !)roLcstant's ArR

ciLillp I{andoln li(.ruse 'A'cbstcr-s (:o}lcgc T)ictionary, 2nd 1(d. ( 1997): 'scc also

hitF):,'\v\vw.clccLl-onics–LuLc)l-ials.ws/diode/diode ! .hUn! (cited by !)l-otcstanl) (resistivity can

gclrci-all)- bc statc'I as thc ratio of the voltage dill'crcncc across an objcct/substance to thc

ctll'l'c11L Ilo\\'i11F thr(lugh iI. ) [ lowe\-cr. thc discl-ctc conversion c\1’ 1)(: voltage U) a high

!'l'cL}ucnc}’ })ulsa1.ing siglral \\-ithin Lhc drivers is not tllc sub}cct drivers- nlain funCtion. 'I-he

ctI'lVCl-s convert llrconllnp altcrnating current to direct current bcforc that direct currcnt is then

con\'cllcd to the high i-rcqucncy pulsating sig11al a signal that itself is thcn rectified to a 1 )C

clul}Itil. 'l'llc C<111\'Ci-Si{III '.)!~ 1 )(; clccLI'icity to the pulsating signal is Incrciy an inlcrmcdiatc slcp

I ! ! lc d:-l.\ cl's- 1,\ C!-iIi : iTill':tic>II ')i- !'ccti i-\.-ing ,\C' clccLricitv LO 1)C_- cicctricity. -l'}rat the drivers

ctt111£tli1 il})lral-alus IIlilt 1-cL:EI lil’LCS vt)Ita£lc ol' thc clncrgi11Q !)C: clcctrici Ly does not alter the fact

tll£it thc nlal ll J'unc',ion o !- the dl-ivcrs is to rccti Fy incoming AC electricity to a dcsircd output of
I )(; clccLricity that is ultimately dciivcrcd to thc I.IiI)s

I)I'otcsLanl also citcs i IQ H084604, dated May 3, 20 1 0. in support of its position. In that
!'IIi : ilp. (" iX]) lrc(lnstclcl-ccI thc classitlcati(Ill c)!' a solar nlodulc con.tainina. among Other things

l=) bass diodes to protccl it I’rom overheating by controlling thc direction of the supplied clcctric
cul-1-cut that llowcd through the nlodulc. \Vc had incorrectly classified thc module undcr

heading 8501 . il-1-StiS, as an clcctrical gcncrator bccausc wc bclicvccl that its bypass diodcs

i)lac:cd it hcy( Ind tIre S!:tIre '.)I' hcaciing 854 t . pCI' an inconrplctc reacting of itN 85.4] ([3)(2)(i)
("i treading 8541 1 docs not c(rvcl' panels or modulcs equipped with clctncnts. howcvcr simple

( l-or cxatnplc. diodcs to COntI'Ol thc dircction of the current) . . .”). Jlowcvcr: HI
la846(,A corrcctly nc)tcd that thc --clclments-’ described by the prcclusion of 1 IN 85.41 (13)(2)(i)

nLlst also '-suppl )' po\\-cr directly to an external load, such as a motor. an clcctrol:„’scr (hca(ling
SS'+ 1 ).-' -1-lrcl-c tIll-c_ ( '}II> rcclassi-tlcd thc sc)ial- IrrcrdUICS under 85+ 1. Il’l'SLJS, bccausc thc

luc>c luIc-s di(>dcs llrcl'cly c011Lrolicd thc direction ol' cul'rcnl and did Ir(> 1 supply l-)owcl' to thc
Int)duI c

Protestant asserts that although the instant drivers contain a large number of
c(rlrl}rc'lrcnts. n(>11c of thosc colnponcnts supply power directIY to an cxtcrnal load and,

Lhcl’cttlrc_ thc ctrl\-crs arc silniiar in function to thc solar nlodulcs of 1 IQ 11080604 and should

also bc classi I-lcd in heading 8541, 1 l’l'StJS. 1 lowcvcl'. as discussed above, the subject drivers

to I)C electricity and that functionality is specifically covcrcd byact Lc> rcctl i /\C* clccll'iciLy

Page 6 of 18



heading 8504. 1 l’l'SLJS. and not by all\’ pro\'i:;it)n I'll- !rciltillljI 85-+ 1. 1 i'l-St S. I lllilll} . !)!-L}tCSt;. III

cites to New York Ruling I.cttcr ("NY--) 1I&c200€). clatccl I)ccclnbcr ==. 1 ')LJLi _ 111 \\llicil c' I $ 1’

considered a device idcnti11cd as the "l''l’ost\’ Super 13right lied I.I'll) lanl jl.-- it is described by

Protestant as containing a capacitor. a varistol', lead wires. a silicon insu !ati oil slccvc, 1)C' bOaI-d

body. swivel socket. adaptor and candclabra. with an I .I'll) array protrtlcli ng iI-ulm thc IroLlsing

containing the electrical components. C 131) classillcd tIle device tllrclcl' subhcilcling 8541 .4{)

ll’l'StJS, as an 1.1':1). 1)r£rwing upon that ruling. I)I'otcstant asb;crIs that the prcsc11cc c)I

semiconductor componcnts'’ in the drivers reveals a signillcant simiiarity bctw'ccn thc clri\'cl's

and the device of NY E89000 that compels the classi11calion ol-tlrc dl’i vets tllrclcr hcacling 85+ 1 _

ll’l-SLJS. 'I-he semiconductor conlponcnts arc dcscribcd b) I)l’c)tcstillrt IIS tcllct \\llts lllll I

capacItors.

1-he comparison to the device considcrcd in NY 1:89000 is inappositc. ’l'hc l’u11cti'.)n c)i

the subject drivcrs is to rectify electricity and they are not in1 Irolled \vitIl I. I ’: I) atla)’s. 'l'llc}- al-c

clearjy not similar to thc dc\'icc ol' NY E89(J00

In sunllrrar\’'. hcadint1 8541. 1 I'i'SL'FS, does IInt clcscl’ibc tIle tI1-1\ crs ;111Ll tlrc LIl-i\ cl-s iII’C

includcd co nonlinc in heading 8504, 1 I’l'SL JS. as 'static converters. in ptll'ticular. thc tII'l\cl's arc

classi11ablc in subheading 8504.40.95, 1 {'1'SUS. which provides for -'l':lcctrical transIt)I'nlcl-s.

static converters ( for example. rccti11crs) and inductors= parts thereo iI StatIC c(>n\'crtcl-s: otllcl'

1 101,bING

I)ursuant to ( IRI 1. the I,iiI) drivers are classil\able under subhcticlilr2 8504.40.tiS. lil'SI 'S'_

which provi(lev for --l£lcctrical transformers, static converters ( IIrr cxalnpic. rcctitlcl-sJ £111Li

inductors; parts thcrcof: Static converters: Other.

3.3 in case of tIS Customs Ruling No. NY N245322 dated 1 '7.09.2013. it \\ IIb llcltl

dimmable I.IiI) I)rivcrs arc classiilablc undcr C"1'1 1 850+. Itclcv;tIlt pol-tion is rcl)rc)titlcctl ilcl c

Lili it

I'hc applicablc subheading ['or tIre ,dimnlablc I..I'll) I)l-i\'cl-. ! Jill-t \ tllnhcr G( Ii \\ iiI i'c

8504.40.951 0. II’l'SLJS. which pl'ovidcs it)!' "!':lccll-ical tl-£lnslti!'llrcl-s. sltlllc ctiir\ cl-It’I's itItt I

induclors. . . : Static convcrtcrs: Othcr: licctillcrs antI rccti j’yjng tlppal'at LIS: bc)\.\'cr suI)IIlies: \\,'ltll

a power output not exceeding 50 W." 'I'he rate of dllty w'ill bc 1.5%,

Port of Import and repjy from concerned jur'isdictitlnaJ (-onlmissioncratc

4. ’1'hc applicant in thcir (' A AR- 1 indicated that thcy intcll'.1 lc) itII Ilt)I-t the StIll.iccl p(IlILiS

i.c. I.1'11) 1)rivers at the jurisdiction ol' ol- ilcc ol' thc (*c>11rnlissic)llcr c)1- C'ustc)Ins. \S-\'. J:\C'l I.

Mumbai-11. '1-he application was forwarded to the Ofllcc of the C-onrnrissioncl' o l- C- us;It)nls. N S-
V, JN(:iI for their comments vide letter datcd 29.09.2025. 29.1 O.2025- 20. 11.2(>25 and

09.12.2025. Conrnlcnts \vcrc received from the conccrncd jurisdicLionaI C'onrtnisslc)lrCI':ItC \'lclc
letter dated 29.12.2025 which is read as under-

It is I'cIt ncccsstlry to tlctcrnlinc whether thc prc>ciuct U11clC

falling under category of static controvcrtcr' or ' mere part ol- I. um

ct)l]sitlcrtttic)n is - 1<ccI i tiers

in£lrics <)tlrcr tItan l’ccli tiers

(
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\s per op,:Il-source information.. a rcctIIlcl' is a basic clcctrical dq\’lcc. whosc sole

i-IItrct it)Ir is Ll.> coirvci't atten la.ting cul-1-cnt (A-( * ) iiIo direct current ( 1)C_' ). typIcal ly prodUCIng an

tllll'cpilitttct{ a IId plli:sal i ng I)(' output. l{ccLillcl’s do lrol control outpt.It current. do not regulate

-,-c)Itagc p!'cciscly. 211'Ici do not incorporate protection nlcchanls Ins.

In contrast' all I .I'll) dI-i vcr is a comDrchcnsivc and spccializcd powcr-conditioning unit

Jcsigncd spc:cit-iLall\- to clpcr£ltc I.i.gill Itm:tting I)i(rdcs, which are inherently current-dri-\.’cn

tlc\-iccs I'cqtlirilrg }rrcct sc current regulation it)1- saFe and rcliablc operation

An I.I'll) ari\-cl- incorporates lnultiplc functiol Ial stages beyond I'cctifical,ion, including
\ tIll;',gc I'cgulati(in. consLant-currcnt control. powcr factor corrcction (u’herc applicable).

clcctrolnagnctic intcl'f'crcncc suppression, and protection against ovcr-current, ovcrvolt£'.gc.

slr,l£t-t'it-cuit. ;l:lci '!icl':lra! it',lilts. -l-:lcsc nillctirrns arc csscntial to 'prc\-cnt thcrl11al rulraway.

:1 ic hci-. ]ttl11c11 dc}'I-CCi i'.iicl'l. .III tl pi'c!:l;1ltl:'c f II ii urc (>1' 1 . i-Ii )s. - I-llc prcsc! ICC (> 1-rccti llcatic)n within

tIll I.Iii ) clt’i\'cr is ir,c iLlctrLai al'.d subc)I'dinaLC to its }rl'tlnary l-rincti011 ol- dcllvcrilrg rcgulatcd.
! I -.I)-spcci llc output pou;cr: rccti11cation alone cannot achicvc this function.

I cchnically a11d functionally. rccti hers arc gcncral-purpose components capable of use

ill a \\ iclc l-angc c)i' clcctrical and electronic equipment, whcrcas I.IiI) drivcrs arc purpose-built
dc\ ices \\ h(lsc clcsiplr }raralrrctcrs. output chaI'acLcristics, and control algorithms are exclusively

tlrilt,:hca to I.i'll) liglrlii-lg systcnrs. An I.ItI) drivcl- cannot be rcp]accd by a rectifier without

adclitic)lral circui Lr\ . nor can a I'ccti11cl- indcpcndcntly pcrforn1 thc csscnLial functions of an I.I'll)

ct ri\cr, -l-1lcl-c£-orc_ hascd 011 t-llnctiolralit);, conljrlcxily. and ctld-use, an I.I'll) dll\'cr cannot bc

Icp;\rclCd as nlcl'c!)' a ref.:Litlcr bIIL 11-lUSt bc l-ccog11izcd as a distinct and spcciali>’.cd component

i lite.ural LO I.I'll) Ii,cIlt.ing IInIngs.

I n vic\\ o I' abo\'c technical. !-unctional, and legal analysis, the classillcation of the 1.iI)
tIl’i \ cr as a rcctillct- <Ir as a static converter cannot bc sust.alncd. -1-hc 1.111) drIver derives its

.'s\c!-l!:tll cll£ll-ilcl.'I’ nc*t t-1-t>iII tllc llrcrc act ol’ rcctiilcatlo ll. which is only incidental. but I’rom its

}ll'i111.-11'\ aIIa (icI tItitItltIt £-LIIrCtic>1', (>1'dclivcring prcciscl}- rcgulatcd cul'rcnl \\ itlr integrated control

and protcction nrcchanisnrs that arc itldispcnsablc for thc operation of I.I:I) lighting syslclns.
It is IIeither inLcrchangcablc with nor capablc of performing as a general purpose rcctincr. and

it possess;cs no indcpcndclrl utility outside I.II) lunrinaircs. Accordingly. any attcnrpt to
c-iiISSi !'\ lllc I.I'll) tlri\'cr ulldcl' a gcncra1 hcading ap})licabl,c to rcctii-icl's or static convcrtcrs
LiiSI’Cpill-CiS iIs LI'tlc ll£llurc. pl’incip£ tI usc. and csscntial character. and thcrcl'orc cannot be

appl'cciatcd under the llal'nronizcd Systcm. Accordingly. classification of the I.I'll) driver.
tlndcr 85( 14 40 is not sustainablc.

OII Lhc colrtral'\ . Llrc (-tlstonls 'l-ariI-i' spccincally rccognizcs and covers 'I.1'11) 1)rivers

undct' -I-ari I't' Itclr1 0405 C)o oo, w'hich pl'ovidcs it)r parts of lamps and lighting fittings. 'I-he said

Lirril'l- cuLl-) is prodLlct-spcci llc and directly idcntincs 1.1':D drlvcrs as components intended for

usc st)lc!) or prillcipilll}- with 1 .1 tl) lamps and iuminarics. In terms of the scttlcd principle ol
tilri !1- intct'prctation. \\;here a product is capable of 1 tIlling under both a general hcading and a
111tlj-c SIrcci llc llCiILii11p. })l-ccctlclrcc lrrust bc accol'dccl to thc llcaclltlg w'hlcl1 lnost spccillcally

dcs,cri bcs tIle goc\ds. In Lhc }rl-cscnt cas;c, hcading 9405. and more particularly -l'ariff Item 9405

Page 8 of 18



99 00, provides a precise and unambiguous dcscription of the sub jcct gc)nds. wlrcrcas ali\

heading under Chapter 85 would only offcr a gcncric description based c)n a partial L)r ilrcidcntil!
clcctrical function.

Applying the rule of spccinc over general as clnbodicd in GI R 3(a). the 1.1'11) drivel

mcrits classification undcr llcading 9405 rather thall ulrdcr a broad calcgc)rv SLICh as static

convcrtcrs or rcctilicrs. ’I-hc 1.liD driver derives its csscntial character and commercial idcntit\

from its exclusive use as an integral part of I.I'll) lighting fittings and not from its incidental

pc)\vcr conversion function. Accordingly. thc cxistcncc o t' a spcci llc tari I'l-cntr)’ it)r I .I ': I ) dl-i \ crs

under 9405 99 aO conclusivcly displaccs classillcatic)II LllILlt=r t111) gcIlcrtil llCiILii llP. illlt!

reinforces that the correct classilication of the sub jcct goods is unclcr (''1'1 9405 99 C)o

Details of llcaring

5. A hearing was held on 12.11.2025 at 12.30 1)VI. Shri I lans Rai Ciarg has IIp})cllrccl tt)i

thc hearing and reiterated the contention submitted with thc applicatit)n. llc subnlittcci that

subject import goods are 'I.I11) 1)rivers’ merit classification under (:'!'t 1 8504 mc)rc :ipcc illctlll}

under C’1-1 85C)44090 as “Static ConvcHcrs”. llc further submitted that product should bc

classified on the basis of its functionality and not on the basis ol- claim ol- being a pall

l"urthcr. in continuation of above hcdring. a }rcl'sonal hearing \.vas agailr hclcl t>n

19.01.2026 at 1 1.30 AM. Shri llans Rai (;arg and 13ha\'in SunclaI’ ii appctlrcd l-ol' hearing aIIa

rcitcratcd thc submission filed with the application, 'I*hey conlcndccl that thc sub}cct goc>cIs .Ii-t

'-1.IiI) I)rivcrs'’. '1-hat thc subjccl goods arc placcd hcl\\ ccn lnain po \vcr and I.I'll) lig Ill SOL!!-CC

1*hal the said I.I'll) Drivers works as a static converter. 'l'hcrc is no speci llc classillcatic) II LlnLict

ltSN regarding the product ''T.l£l) I)rivcrs'’. 'I'hey submitted rcbuttal on thc dcpartnrcnt

comments that the department claim is under incorrect premises and that the lltIncnt ol'thc s£licl

product under the CGS’l' statute is now withdrawn . ’I*hcv sublnittccl tllc tt)llc)wing case la\,\’s in

support of their contention :

a.

b.

C

d

C.

f

Senior India pvt. I.Id. Vs CC. New I)clhi-CI'IS'l*A’1-. Nc\v I)cllli

l]yundai Motor India I.td. Vs CC, Chennai-II (Imports), (-l':S'l'A'l'. C'llcnnai.

M/s. Sanmina SCT India Pvt, I.td. Vs ('(:. (-hcnnai, ('./\ /\It. \4unrl)at

Valco India DvI. 1.Id , Vs (;('', \4ulnb£rl_ C'/v\ 1*). . NltIIn hil

CC Shilong Vs Wood C:ran Products I.td. (SC_')

llindustan Polcs Corporation Vs CC!': Calcutta (SC.- )

I'hcy colrtcndcd that the subjcct goods i.c. ' 1.1'11) 1)ri\’crs- nrc!'it classi i’ict ILit)n LIIItter (*’I’i

85044090 and not under 9405 as parts of luminaries (residual entry )
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_).2 Nobody apI)cared on behalf of thc DcparTmc!'.t for hcaring.

l}isciilisi011 arr£l fir'€1irrgs

6. ' 1 ha\;c c(lirsidcrcd atl thc -materials placed bcn)i-c me in respect of- thc subjcct goodg. i

ha\’c g(>nc t}r'r<>ugh thc subnlissions ma(_ic by -tllc applicant during the pcrsonal: hearing and
collrlrlcIrts rccci vcd i-r(Im tIle conccrncd Conlnlissiolrcratc. 1 procccd to pronouncc a ruIIng on

the basis ol- ini'orlrlation available on rccc)rd as well as existing lcga! ft'arucwol'k.

6 . i At the outs;cl. I find that Lhc issue raised in thc question in the !;ornl (:AAII- I is squarely

co\'c!-cd under Scction 281 1(2) ol’thc ( Tusk)nls Act. 1 962. being a inattcr rclatcd td classi llcatlon
tli' atlods undc!- tllc orci\'i:iloIIS o!' this ,/\ct

6.2 Iicl-orc deciding thc issue, let me dclibcratc'on -the legal fralncwork prcscribcd in
(- ustoms ’!'aril'£' Act.. 1 97S , Chapter/ SCCti-OIt notes along with iTSN explanatory notes. As pcr

i<iiic : oi' tIll I. Lllc tiilcs of Scct-1(Ins. (:htrplcl's and sub-Chaptci's arc proylcIcd for casc oJ

!'ci-C!'CIICC oili\ : IIli’ IcHill pui' irc)scs. clz\ssiilcati c’lil sho.II bc dctc!'nli11c(! according Lo the tcrnrs ol
tile ilcl},i tiIES alld n:*i\ 1’ci all \-c Scctloi\ c)r ('-haDLcr N'otcs.

6.3 Ru}c 1 of thc (icncral Rules for Intcrprclation providcs that the classification of goods

s;haII be dctcrmincd according to the tcrms of the hcadings of the taril'f and any rclativc Section

II(-ILcs tlr (-lraptcr lroLcs, and thus. gi\'cs prccccicncc to this while classifying a product. Rules 2
ttl (I pl'tr’,'idc tile g.cilci'£li gLliclClincs i-or classification of goods undcr thc appropriat.c sub-

trc;lclinF.. In the c\'CIlt the goods cannot bc clas-siRed solely on the basis of Rule 1 . and if the

hcadings and section or chapter notcs do not otherwIse require, the rcnlaining Rules 2 to 6 nlay
then bc applied in scquchtial Ol-dCI

6.'+ ..:\n ; .i I ;: .i-’: ;, " is :Ill clcctrc>nic device use(I to powcl' an I.' Ill) (i..ig Ilt [ Init ting I)iodc}
girL!1IF s) stein anI! !-cgui rtc !!rc current Ilo\yjng Ihl'otlglr the LED ( Light iIraining Diode). it is

dcs iF iICt! tc) nratc Ir tile clcc',rical chal-actel-is-tics of !_, I:iI.) lighting, ensurIng optinral perfornra lice

air J !£+:luc\'iL\' , I.I': i > ,ii'i \-c:'-; con \'crt iilc altcrnatlng ctlr!-cut (AC') voltage froln tIle power suppjy

I:t ' : iii’ccI Ci:i’!'L.-l\! { : :;t i \ : -F: I;_Ipc :<ti italllc foi' ctri\’lng 1. iIi)s. -l-ilc !trall\ !)Lirpc)so o!- an LED driver

is it+ ci>!rir,){ {llc :lr Ilt>[lili o!- cur!'cnt sllppiic c1 ttl the LED systcnr, its LEDs are scnsitlve to
L)\crcut'rcnt and can bc cia111 aged if not regulated properly. The LED driver maintains a constant
ctlr!'c ill <)utput despite input voltage changes or 1.ED temperature fluctuations. Thus, 1 JltD

ctI'i\'crs arc sell'-contained power supply dcviccs tha', rnodcratc thc voltage and current from the

clcclrjcit\ soul-cc LII 111£ IIcit thc clcctl'ical chili-ac i,cl-isLics ol- a particular I.ltD. As electricity
suppiics usuall} t)]3cralc IIn mains, an 1,1': I) drivcr converts them fl'onr AC- supply to DC supply
crIS,urine that whatc\’cr clcctric current reaches the 1.IiI) is usablc and safe. 'l-'his constant

cul-1-cnt ensures consistent brightness and color temperature of LEI) lighting.

!WD@m
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6.5 (:'1-1 1 8504 provides

85114

85 t)+ 1 tJ

SSt )+ I ( ) lil
S 51 )+ it ) : 1 )

S 5 ( H 1 ( ) 9 C )

X 51 )+ 2 1 ( ) i )

SS ( )+ 23 ( ) t )

SS ( J+ 23

85 ( )+ 23 it )

85 ( 1+ 23 2 t }

S 5 { >4 : 3 S II

X 5 ( )+ 33 + ( )

85 ( )+ 3 } ( ) t )

X 5 ( )+ 3 : ( J Ii

850+ 33 ot)

SSI )+ 34 ( )( )

85 o+ + ( i
85 ( N + t) 1 ( )

SSt )+ + t) : 1

85 ( )+ 4 t > 29
85 ( )+ + C ) 3 ( >

X 5 tH + t ) + t i

85 ( )+ 4€ J 9 ( )

85 til 5 (i

6.6 l"urthcr, explanatory notes of heading 8504 are reproduced here

'!'he apparatus of-this group are used to convert electrical energy in Ol’dcl' lo adapt iI tc)I- tltl'tllcl'

use, They incorporate converting elements (e.g,. valves) o.{' dif.'{&l'enl types, ’l'hey llILl}’ aIso

incorporale various arlxiliul'y devices ( e,g. , trans.ft)I'llrc’I's. indtlct ion cc)its. t'csistors. cc)tlltllCl+ILt

regt!!clIOI's, elc. ), 'l'hejy opcl'cllion is hcISeti on the I)I'i11cil) Ie : hal lhc c011\'cl-litlg clc lllc111.'.; cic!

cllterntlt ely cts condtlclol's und n011-condllclors

El. [ <’ 1 }ilc \1 lk \\\1 1)n\it R\. \ I \ II(
( o\\ LIt I },R\ (I.OR I.\ \\ II'I }.. Rt ( IIt It_R\)
\\1) 1\1)t ( I ORS

litt IIII>its .fc)r cllsc IICIt-gc lclllll)\ t)I' lrt Irc\
Con\ cntlt>nII I t\-pc
For c01111)act fluorcst-cnt lil11r jlb
Oilrcr
1.Ict it Icl cllclcctl'lc lr-UllblkJI'rrrCr'\
flir\'ilrg ir po\vcr Irandlilrg cirpi tc it)
trtrtcxcccd 1112 65(1 k\’A
1 IiI\-Inc il po\vcr banal inc ,-iIIIiICIt\- CICCC,II llp

ASI) k \''\ tltjt IICIt exceed llr = 111.( it I< J k \''\

I ICI\-IIIS LI jltI\VOI- JILI11Cf tIII g L- tIP,ICt I)

cxcccci IIlg 1 fl. tIt}tI kI “I
IIa\'IIly a I)ou'cr handling ciljrilcit\' exceedIng
It).t)(JO k\'A but not cxcccdl nu St).t)(>o k\''\
I lil\'lng iI pcI\vcr handIIng c:lpilcit\- exec,-, I 1 13::
5€).t)t)t) k \''\ Irtlt ntlt exceed IiI '= 1 .o( 1.ot )C > k \'.\

tIll\ Inc ir }Ici\\ cr trilntllll lc cil IIitc it \' c\ ccc,ii llP
I .til>.tJtJ€) k\''\ hIlt lrot exceed i IIe : .St J,t ) I )I ) k \''\

tIn\ ilIE: a power tlalldil11g CIIP IICIty cxccc,lllIF
],Sti.ot)o k\-,\
( )I IIe I- I ra Ils II)I-IIter,\,
II a\-Ing :1 tILl\\'cr llantIIlny citpitc it \-
not CNt’cecIt nc 1 k\''\
II11\-ills it pI>\\ cr tla11di lng CitpiIL- 11\' exec,’,llllg
! k \’'\ but Itl)t cxcccdiirt: 1 6 k \’A
I lit\-Ing a pc)\\-cr trandl111g cirpirc itv excccci I IIE
I f) k \’'\ but not cxcccdllr£ St it) k \’'\
Itil\ III = a po\\ cr handl inc cal)IICIt \' ,'\ccc,IIlle
5(iI) k\',\
S;ItII IC Ct>II\-CI- ICt-X

t-,lcciric inverter
Rccl Il-ICt
1)ip brIdge reel i tIer
( )tlrcr

liilttc!-\' clril ruc!->
\ tIlt il uc rcutlll\tLlj- iIIld bIll bIll/c r\ { t +tile 1-

tIla II ilrlttlj\little )

(itIl cr
Otlrcr' llld IICIt)I's

LI

Li

LI

LI

LI

It

Li

It

LI

It

LI

LI

LI

LI

LI

LI

LI

LI

LI

( I1 ) El,ECT RICA 1, STATIC (''O NyE R'r ERS
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The fact fIInt these apparatus often incorporate auxiliary circuits to regulate the voltage of

tIle enlarging currelrt does not affect their classincution in this group, nor does the fact that
they are sometintes referred to as voltage or current regulators.

I'lli,\ r,It'(} IIi) incltttic\

1 .4 ) Recti.fiers by \r h ich alternating ctlrrent (single or potyphase) is converted to direct current

genel'uII }’ ctccolnpunied by a voltage change,

t IiI lllverters hy \rllicll ctil'cct Clll'l-CIlt is con\'cl'ted to clltel'nuling crll'l'ent

((-) .'\lterllutilrg cllrretrf c(llr\’erters and cycle converters by \\'hich ctllel'nclting ctll'rent (single
PL 1 pf)[u2hclse ) b_gQHvcr led to a di,f.I&rent ,fl'eqrletlc}.' or voltage.

{D) Direct currenf converters by which direct current is converted to a different yo[tage.

I'-.lcc'tl'i cal sl cII ic con\'et'Icl's nrcly he IIsed .for di.f.-ferent prll'poses. e. g,

( Ii C'{lnveI'tc]'s to srlplrly clccl]-iciiy to dl'ive slcllionclr)’ nrctchines or eiectl'ic ll'clction vehicles (

e . g, . I ocolunt ives )

( 1 ) SIl1)1)1)' c011\'cl-Ict-s. sllcl1 tls ctccrl111rllcttol' chat'gel's (\r Irich consist essentictll\, of recliflel-s

\riltl c1 xsociutcci Ircln\Ji)l-lllel' and ctll-renl control apparatus). converters .for galvanising and

electrolysis. enrel'p.e ncT IJo\ver packs. converters .fdr installations which supply high-tension

ciit'cci ctll’l'ent . convel'tel's .fhI' healing purposes and fdr the current supply to electro-magnets,

\lsc> CiLt\\ if it’Ll }ici-c cII-C convcl'tcl's k11c)\rn tIS high-telrsion gC11CI'c{t (>i's {used par liCIt tart\
\\-' Ill t'LtLlitt Ltl)I)til',it Its L’IIti>isi(111 lltllc’s. llticl'o\rclvc tubes. ion-bect11r tIthes ) \vIrich con\’et'I the

CItI-+'cnt .tl'ont tIny \otll'ce. tlsrtclll)’ the nrains. into the direct high-tension current necessary fdr
iccc{ing llle equipnrenl concel-ned by means of'rectifiel's. transformers, etc

This Ireading also includes stabilised suppliers {rectiners combined with a regulator),

e.g., IIII illtcl-l'ulrfihle pcI\\’er supply units for a range of electronic equipntent.

l"t-onI tlrc abuvc. it is clear that static converters are used to convert electrical energy in

order to adapt it for furthcr usc. ’1-hey incorporatc converting clcmcnts (c.g., valvcs) of different
t)’pcs. -l'hcy nra)’ also incorporatc various auxiliary devices (c.g., transfornlcrs, induction coils.

resIstors. cc)in nra11d rcgulaLol's. ctc.). -1-he fact that thcsc apparatus;cs o ['tcn incorporate auxiliary
CIrcuits Lcl rcgula'.c the \'t)Itagc ol' tIle emerging current does not affect their classification in
thls group. A itcrnati\’c currcnt converters and I)ircct current converters are classillablc under
staLI c CCIIIVCFLCFS

7. (-'1-1 i (J+05 pro\'idcs that :

9405 # 1.LiM IN A IRI 'IS /\NI) I.IGll'I-ING l;l’l-’FIN(3S INCI.tJI)ING SI':ARCIII.IGI l’rs ANI)

Si)o’i'i .1( iI I'l'S ANI) PAIrl-S '1-1 I]':RI':01'-. NO'J' ]':l.SI':WI IER]': SP]':Cll''I I':D OR INCI.UD IiI);
11.1.LIM INA'l'l tl) SIGNS. II.I.tJMINA’I-liD NAMli-PI.A'F IIS ANI) TI III 1,IKE, IIAVING A
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PI':RMANI':N'l'I JY l''lXI':1) 1.1(II I'l' SOLJliC''l'=. AN I ) I)AR'I'S 'l'l ll':l{l',Ol" N( )'1 1 ',1,SI ':\\' I II ' l{ I
SPI':(:11''I1':1) OR IN(.'l.LJI)1.:1)

- Parts :

9405 91 00 – Of glass

9405 92 00 – 01- plastics

94059900 Othcl

7.1 IISN explanatory notes o I' heading is reproduced herc :

I) A l{’l'S

1’he heading also covers idcntillabIc parts of- luminaires and lighting lltti nBS. illuminated siplls

illuminated name-plates and the like. not more specifically covered clscw'hcrc. c.p.,

( 1 ) Suspension asscnrblics (rigid or chain type) for lighting pendants

(2) Globe holders

(3) 13ascs, handles and cases for hand lamps.

(4) 13urncrs for lamps; mantle holders.
(5) 1.antcrn l-raInes.

(6) l+c11cctors.

(7) 1.amp glasses or chimneys (bottle-necked, etc.).

(8) Small cylinders of thick glass for miner's safety lamps.

(9) 1)it-1-users (including alabaster di ffuscrs).

( 10) 13owls. cups. shades (including skeleton \\'irc l-ranlcs it)r nlaking l;llnpshaclcs ). pic>hc\ it! „ I
silnilar articlcs

( 11 ) Chandelier trimnlings. such as balls. peal--shaped drc)ps, llt>\\ cr-sIlal)cd riCCI_'S_ pClILi.1 Ills,

small plates and the like, idcntinablc by their size or their llxing or l'astcning devices

Non-electrical parts ol’ articles ol' this heading, conlbincc! \\'ith clccll'ica] FIIrts, rctntliII

classillcd herc. Scparatelv presented electrical fittings (c.g., switches, lamp holdcrs, nc\,
plugs, transformers, starters, ballasts) are excluded (Chapter 85). 1 his IrcaLlillg dIst)
cxcludcs

(a) Candles (hcading 34.06).

(b) Resin torches (hcading 36.06).

(c) Signs. namc-plates and the likc. not illuminated or illulninatcd hv a ligtrl sc)Llrcc nt>I

permanently llxcd. (heading 39.26. (:haptcr 70, heading 83 . 1 0. ctc.).
(d) I)rintcd globes, with internal lighting fittings. of hciIding 49.05

(c) Wicks I'or lamps. of woven, plaitcd or knittcd textile nratcl'ials ( hcaclinp 5cJ.(i8 )

(1) Olass beads and I'ancv glass smallwarcs (c.g.. I'l'ingcs) In£ldc c)I- thl'czlclcd gIltss llCitLIS L)I

buglcs and intended I'or trilnming lalnpslradcs ( heading 70'- 18).

(g) I':lcctrical lighting and signalling cquipmcnt for cycles and motor vehicles ( heading 85.12 )
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( 11 ) l£lcctric l-ilanlcnt lan1 ps, dischargc lamps (including scaled beam lamp units and ultra-violct

c)r illl-ra 1-ccI lzltlr}IS its \\-cII as Lubcs in various conljric\ I'ornts such as scrolls, lcttcr. ilgurcs.

stars. ctc. ). itrc- l;lllrlrs illILi iiglrt-clllittillg diode ( I . i'll)) light sources (hcading 85.39).

( i.i ) I)hoLographic llaslrlight apparatus (including electrically ignitcd photographic nashbulbs)
(bcading 90.06 )

(k ) Optical light-bcanr signalling apparatus (heading 90.13).

( 1 ) N4cdicai diagnostic. probing. irradiation. etc.. lamps (heading 90. 1 8).

( in ) I)ccol' tILt(Ins. stlclr as ('hincsc lantcl'ns (heading 95.05)

71 Clcncral cxplanatory notes of chaptcr 94 arc rcproduccd herc:

PAR’I-S

I-Iris ('*haptcr only covers parts. whcthcr or not in the rough. of the goods of headings

94.o 1 to 94.03 and 94.05_ when identifiable by their shape or other spcciIlc features as parts

dcslgncd solcI)' or principally for an article oF those headings. 'l'hcy arc classificd in this
('llaptcr \vhcn not inc)rc spccillcallv covcrcd c}scwhcl'c

barts (>J' prc IUbricated buildings of' heading 94.06, presented scpal-atcly. arc in all cases

classi IIed in Lhcir c>wn appropriate headings.

In addition to the exclusions referred to in thc individual ]!xplandtory Notes below, this
C’llaptcr also cxcludcs

(a) 13cadilrgs £uld lnoutdinE,s, of hcading 44.09

(b) Grooved strips of particle board. covered with plastics or other materials? intcndcd
to be cut and then folded along these cuts into a ’'tJ" shape so as to form parts of
t-urn itul'c (c.g.. partitions of a drawcr) (heading 44. 10).

( c) Sheets ol- glass (including nrirrors). marble or other stonc or of any othcr material
rc l-crrcd IO in C'lraptcr 68 or 69, whether or not cut to shape, unlcss they arc combincd

with other parts which clcarly idcntil’y them as parts of furniture (c.g.. a mirror-door for
a \'\„at'drobc ) .

(d) Springs. locks and other parts of general usc as dcGncd in Note 2 to Section XV, of

basc metal (Section XV). and similar goods of plastics (Chapter 39).

( c) 'l'oy I'ul'niturc and toy lamps or lighting fittings (heading 95.03).

( 1') C-ollccLors' nicc:cs and antiques (Chapter 97)

l"rom thc above. it can be inrplicd that parts that are identifiable by their shapc or other

spec:inc fcaturcs as parts designed solely or principally for an article of chapter 94 and not morc
spccillcally covered clscwhcrc arc classified undcr chapter 94
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7.3 Since. I’rom the above facts, technical details, c\pl£ln£ttol-\- nc)tcs antI chaptcl’ llcildi nps

from C131C website. it is clear that I.I'll) drivers are not spccillcall\ incluclcd in an\ clrrlptcr.

however, the explanatory notes of heading 8504 provides that

The apparatus o.{' this group are used to convel't electrical energy in OI'c{cl' to Ltd(I1)! it

f'or .{'urther use, 'l'he\' incorl30rclle converting eienlenls (c.g. . veIl vcx) o.f-Ltit.It’l'c+11 1\'!)cs. 'l'lIL’\' tllti}

cliso incol-pol'ctle vul'ious ctuxitiul'}’ devices (e.g., tl'u Irs.It)1'111cl's. intltlclit>11 ct>iI.\. I'L’\iSIt)1-\

command regu tutors. etc.). 'l'heir operation is based on ihe I)I'inci})le illclt thc c(itlvcl'li11g

etements acl ullernately cts conductors and non-concitlclol's

'l*he.fLtct thaI lhese clp})arcltus often incol-pol'ale clrlxi[itIl’y cit-ctlit s it) I'CgttILllC llIL’ vt )IItt gl

of lhe emerging ctirrenl does noI CI[f&ct theil' ciclssi.flcc IttOn in this Ri'oIt!). IIcit- Li(>cs tile ItIL-I titLt!

they are sometimes refbt-red to as vottage Ol’ curl'ent regulators

This heading also includes stabilised suppliers (recti./i.el's comhineci \’\' it h a reglliut I)I-).

e.g, . uninlert'ul)lible pon'e:' supply rlnits .ft)I' a range of- elect I'onic ccjlli }JtltC11t

Since. thc 1.ICI) drivers are used t(> con\'crt altcr11atl11u CLlrrcIll lc) I)irccl CLli' t-cIlt I.c

primary function and thcn with the help of additional comp(>ncnts i.c l':MI +lltcr. I) W' M . licit ist

power unit ctc desired regulated direct current is obtained to power thc 1.1 ':1). /\lsc). Irc£lcllllp

8504 includcs thc rcc:liners combined with a regulator. thcrci'orc, it can be inrpiicd that I.I'll )
drivers are rccti Hers combined with rcgulators that I kIlls under catcgol'} o I' static con\ cl-Let's

7.3.1 IISN I':xplanatory notes ol' C’1'11 9405 t'or parts. spccillcally excludes sc})alulci}
presented electrical fittings c.g. ’l'ransformcr. ballasts ctc. from (.*'1-1 1 9405 and pro\'iclcs Irl-olrcl

place in chapter 85 which makes provision I’or "l':lcctrical nlachincry antI ctluipnrc111 :111cl }r;ll''.h

thereof; sound recorders and rcproduccrs, television image and st>und rccol’clcrs IInd

rcproduccrs, and parts and accessories of such articlcs'-. Goods speci Jlcd in 1 ISN cxplilnaLt>1-)

notes of C'1-I1 9405 is not exclusive and that rcctillcrs and static converters fail Llndcr thc
exclusion of C-'1'1 1 9405.

7.4 I'-ronr thc open sourcc. it is ohscrvcd that I.I'll ) ti!'ivcl's. }rcl\\cj' :llILi ct>lrtrtrt I l’I )s lil

countless applications. I'ronr residential lighting ( b LIl bs. SIri 1)s. tijl\\ llligllls )

and commercial/industrial lighting (strcctlights, high bays. signagc) tt) spcclaii/cd ub;cs

like automotive lighting, displays ('l'Vs. monitors). horticulture. and even aquariums

ensuring consistent brightness, cfficicncy. and longevity by converting high /\(: voltage to the

prccisc low I)(: current I.1':1)s need. ’l'hcrcl-ore. it can bc said that I. I'll) clri\cl's arc nc)I sc)Ict)

and principally us;cd for artic lcs o l’ chapter 94. App lic:lt it\n <31- 1 . 1 ': i ) clr!\' or ill \';irlr>lIb tIc!,t

B7.4.1 Lighting Applications
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i .i'll) dri\'crs have a wide range of lighting &pp}icaLions in both residential and

co}lri11c!'cia} settings. In rcsidcntial scttings. LED drivers are colnmoni)' used in LED bulbs.

at>\\ ll{ights. and 1_t:J) StI-iF lights. - i-hey help rcEuiatc tIle current ilt>wing through the LEDs.

}3rcl\'i ding Lhc cc>ri'cct \' t]Ita.gc and pre\'en£ion of voltage spikes.

1II conrnrcrciiri settings, LED drivers are used in street lights. floodlights. and high-bay

Filth. I-hc) call disc> bc CISCc! in IIIO!'C ulriquc appliciltions. such as horticultural lighting and

!. jiiI,:- iLIF-il liII itliiI=

-.+, : I)isI)ia) Alrplicatifrns

i'lID drivers are also conrnronly used in displays, such as television screens. computer

iII=)1lit(*!'s_ aIId digital signage. 'l'ilcsc dis i>la\;s require precise voltage and current regulation to

clrst.ii-c that tbc 1' i’ll)s operate at Lhc correct brightness and colour temperature. LED drivers

ietF cils;urc that tile displays are energy’-efllcienl and have a long lifespan

7.4.3 Backlighting Applications

! . Iii) ali\ crs are crucial in backliglrting applications. such as in LCD monitors. TVs.

iiiIci i11tll-Iiic dc\ icc:I, -l-!rcsc dl'i\-cl's ensure uniform backlight distribution, high color accuracy,

,ind cli nl111i ilP capabilities. ' I-his results in inlpro\'ed image quality, energy efficiency, and user

c€3 111 ! 1>rt . ina!qjng tl'leln indispensable in today -s display technologies.

7.J. + \iltom€>ti\ c '\pp!!catit)as

1.ltD drivet's are also essential components in automotive lighting. LED lights in cars,

tri ic!<s. and molorcycles require i.ED drivers to provide proper voltage and current regulation

i .!:.I-> cil'i\'el's calI ctrllance the saI-ely o!- automotive lighting by keeping the lights working
ct'1lciclr li\ . c\-oil it} 1lars iI dll\-tIle colrditlons

7.4 . S Horticulture I,ighting Application

FIle agriculttlra! sector has embraced 1,ED technology for horticultural lighting due to

IS ; tilt iII) it) })!'c>\'i,tc s}?ccitlc \\':!vcicngtlrs ol' light optimized !-or plant growth. LEI) drivers

;ic iii I, Ii c 1llc c us:c)IIli /III it+II \>t~ !ipirt s}lcctl'a. i nLcnsiL>- . and pho lol)cri(>cis to enhance crop yield,

,;tIllitt :\ . &t11d enel'u) cillcicnc\' i11 coIllrolled environnlcnt agriculture.

it is obscr\'cd thaI I.El) drivers are not only lilnited to the luminaries but have vast

apl)licilt i(>n £>£' 11ol d . -i-herc!-ore. it can be i Implied that I'LI) Drivers are not solely and principally
used \\- itIl the goclc.is of chapter 94. Thus. classification of LED Drivers under chapter heading
c>+{>5 as parts can be discarded since the subject goods "LED Driver" are not designed solely

or principally for an arLiclc of heading of chapter 94.

l;ron1 Lhc above facts. technical details, chapter notcs, general cxplanatory notes. it is

cviLlcnt thaI I.I'll) dI-i\-cr-s primary function is to convcrt AC to DC . As the cxplanatory notes
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pro vidcs that stctt ic convet'lers nIa): disc) }tlc(}1-pt)I'cllc VLll'iOliS tltl\tlicll'v ttl'vices IC) l-CqlliLtt c Ell,

voltage <).I' the cnrerging ctll'l-ent does not a.II ect thei]' classi.ficclti011 in 1 }1is g+'c}Ill). I'Ill'lllcl-. IIll\

heading also includes stabilised supptiel's (I'ecli.flel's colnhincLl \rtth cl I'cRtlltttcll’). , I.\ Ill,' I.I'.II

drivers are nrore specifIcally covered ttndel' hecldint,I HSt)+ by lllc viI'lttc o.t- c\l)ILl11Cll,)I'\' II,)It’s

-I'here.{'ore. I.I'll) drivers that convert the AC' SIIP b1)’ IO bC' s;ttl)DIF Lltlti I'L’gtIltIle ItIL’ ctll'l'clll LII'L

classi.fiable rlndel' C’1'11 850+. nlore sl)ecificttll\' tlndcl' ('’l'l :S5ti++C>91) LIS t)i}lcl' I'cttif]cl'\ II

itnport ed standalone

llowcvcr. il- 1.1'11) drivers are imported alongwith thc articles o1’ 1lc£lding 9405. thcn il
merits classi llcation under C-'1’1 1 94059900 as parts (othcl')

8. ’1'hc applicant has subnlittcd that the I.lil) drivers arc to bc inlpt)rIccI scparatcl\ LtnLl llc)I

with the light source/non-electrical parts. llcncc, in tcrms of 1 ISN explanatory notes to the ('’1-1 1

9405. such clcctrical conrponcnts i.c. I.1':1) 1)river is excluded fronr the pur\-ic\\- o1-('’1'1 1 9+05

and at the sanrc time are included in chaptcr 85

9. 1 rejy on the judgcnrcnts in thc t:asc ol- C't)llllllis\i011cl' r?/ C ' IIstOIlls I'. II "r;( J,/ ( 'I-,Ill

I)l-odllct s I .Id. . ( 1995) 77 1'-. 1 .'1 ' 23 rs. (''. J, the IIon’bIc Suprcnrc C'ourt ol' India llclcl that in ctlsc

of doubt, llSN is a safe guide for ascertaining true meaning oi' an\' cxpl'cssic)n tlsccl in tIIL' /\cl

unless there is an cxprcss difl'crcnt intcntion indicated in the ('ustc)nls 'l':lril-l' itscll',

9.2 ’1'hc decision in the case of FYr)oc/ C'l'cllt I)I'(iLIUCt s 1 .Ict, r SIll)ra ) was subscqucntl}
followed by the IIon'bIc Supreme Court in the case o I' C'( ’ I’. /3zu/mex.v Ifor IllS. 2iit il r / ./_' J IC 1 ,- 1

/ 8 rS C'. J. ’l'his proposition was also al'nl'mcd. upheld and l-ollowed in catcnil t)!’c£lscs h\ \ Ill-it)LIb

judicial authoritics

10 In view of the above facts and circumstances o I' thc case. I reach to conclusit)11 thlll

'l'he pl'odtlcls in qrteslion attracts nlel'il clclssi{icctt iotr llnc{el' ('’III XSI)-I

(I':ieclriccll ll'clns.{l)I'nlcl's. stcttic convel'leI's ffl>1' c’\cllltl) It’ , l’ccliT IcI'\ I cl11, 1 iII,ttl,'i, it's I

inol'e sl)ecificcl IIT tlncier C''1'1 85tl++tJ9t) cts othct' \lcit ic ct)llvcl'Icl'\ III tiIL’ l'-ll'\I >\,'ilCciIEi ,

of'lhe C'tlStOIllS ’l'cirif-f' // c/, 1 975.

11 I rule accordingly.

++
(brat)hat K. Ranr esh\\ a ranI )

('ustt)nls Authc)rit\ it tr Act\'alrcc l<tllilrus
Mu llrbili
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