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New Custom House, Ballard Estate, Mumbai - 400 001
E-MAIL: cus-advrulings.mum@gov.in

I.No. CAAR/CUS/APPL/151/2024-25 -O/o Commr-CAAR-Mumbai  fis/Date:23.01.2026

' Ruling No. & date | CAAR/Mum/ARC/138/2025-26 dated
Issued by Shri Prabhat K. Rameshwaram, ‘

| Customs Authority for Advance Rulings, Mumbai

Name and address of the applicant | White Tiger Iixim Private Limited. y

Concerned Commissionerate

Gami Industrial Park. Office No. 339, 2nd Desk 0021, S.
Central Road, Pawane, Navi Mumbai. Dist. Thanc.
Maharashtra — 400705.
| The Commissioner of Customs. w
Kandla Custom HHouse, Near Balaji Temple, i
Kandla, Gujarat - 370210. :

sar #fwo/ N.B.:

1.
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A copy of this order made under sub-scction (2) of Scction 28-1 of the Customs Act, 1962 is
granted to the concerned free of charge.
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Any appeal against this Advance Ruling order shall lic before the jurisdictional High Court of

concerned jurisdiction. within 60 days from the date of the communication of such ruling or order.
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The advance ruling pronounced by the Authority under Section 28 - I shall remain valid for three
years or till there is a change in law or facts on the basis of which the advance ruling has been
pronounced, whichever is earlier.
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Where the Authority finds that the advance ruling was obtained by the applicant by [raud or
misrepresentation of facts, the same shall be declared void ab initio.
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arfim fataoim / Advance Ruling

White Tiger Exim Private Limited (IEC No. AADCWI1156D) (hercinafter referred to
as “the Applicant’) filed an application (CAAR-1) for advance ruling in the Office of Secretary,
Customs Authority for Advance Ruling (CAAR) Mumbai. The said application was received
in the sccretariat of the CAAR, Mumbai on 12.08.2025 along with its enclosures in terms of
Scction 2811(1) of the Customs Act. 1962(hercinafier referred to as the “Act also’). The
Applicant is sceking for an advance ruling to ask for an appropriate classification of Mukhwas
(Mouth Freshener) under the Customs Tariff Act, 1975.

Applicant's Submissions:

2.1 Applicant is a L.imited Company registered with the Maharashtra GS'T Authorities vide
No. 27AADCWI1156D17K. The applicant is presently engaged in the trading business, i.c..
importing dry fruits and spices and sclling in the local market. (A copy of the GS'T Registration
Certificate is herewith annexed and marked as Appendix “C?).

2.2 Applicant holds a valid Importer-Exporter Code number AADCWI1156D issued by the
Additional Director General of Foreign Trade, Mumbai under section 7 of the Forcign Trade
(Development and Regulation Act), 1922 (22 of 1922) .

2.3 Thus, the applicant is rightly covered under the definition of “applicant™ as provided
under Scction 281:(c)(i) of the Customs Act, 1962 for making an Advance Ruling Application.

2.4 The applicant intends to import the “*Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener) containing the
following ingredicents such as Raw Betel Nuts pes (12kg) (Diamond cut — cach nut 8 picces).
Sugar Crystal (2 kg). Sugar Coated I'ennel Sceds (25 kg). Dry Coconut pes (1kg) and Mixed
Sceds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) (10kg)”. As per the present scheme of
Classification of Commoditics under the Customs Tariff Act. of 1975. **Mukhwas (Mouth
IFreshener)™ is correctly classifiable under Customs Tariff Item 21069099.

2.5 Thus, relying on the above facts of the current case, the applicant submits that in this
casc of import of “*“Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener) containing the following ingredients such as
Raw Betel Nuts pes (12kg) (Diamond cut — cach nut 8 picces), Sugar Crystal (2 kg). Sugar
Coated Fennel Sceds (25 kg), Dry Coconut pes (1kg) and Mixed Sceds of Sunflower &
Pumpkin (with/without skin) (10kg)™ there is an issuc of classification to be adopted under the
Customs Tariff Act, of 1975 for the future import goods before the Authority of Advance
Ruling. Hence. the application may kindly be accepted for hearing on merits by the Authority
ol Advance Ruling.

2.6 Applicant is presently engaged in the trading business, i.c., importing dry fruits and
spices and selling in the local market.

3. The following is the question for which an advance rulig
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Applicant:

Whether the goods sought to be imported. viz. “*“Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener)
containing the following ingredients such as Raw Betel Nuts pes (12kg) (Diamond cut - cach
nut 8 picces), Sugar Crystal (2 kg), Sugar Coated Fennel Seeds (25 kg), Dry Coconut pes (1kg)
and Mixed Seeds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) (10kg)™ in 50 kg bags will be
classified under Customs Tariff Item (C'TT) 21069099 of the IFirst Schedule to the Customs
Tariff Act, of 1975 (51 of 1975).

4. Product Details:
4.1 What is a ‘Mukhwas’
In English, "mukhwas" translates to mouth freshener or alter-meal snack. It's a

traditional Indian mix of seeds, nuts, and spices, often served after meals to aid digestion and
freshen the breath. The name itself comes from the Hindi words "mukh"” (mouth) and "was"
(smell). While "mouth freshener” is the most direct translation, the term "digestive aid" can
also be used, as mukhwas is often believed to aid in digestion.

4.2 According to the Wikipedia Website:
Mukhwas is a colorful South Asian after-mecal snack used as a breath freshener. It

consists of various sceds and nuts, often fennel, anise, coconut, coriander, and sesame. They
can be savory or sweet in flavor and are often aromatic due to the addition of various essential
oils, including peppermint. Mukhwas are often coated in sugar and brightly colour.

43 Photos of Sweet Red Mukhwas with Betel Nuts found on the Website are as below:
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4.4 Applicant submits that. their subject item *Mukhwas™ will be imported in 50 kg bags
mainly from supplicrs from Indonecsia. Vietnam, Sudan, Brazil, Dubai, ctc. lach bag of
“Mukhwas™ will contain the following items: The details of the ingredients contained in cach
50 kg bag, quantity, ctc., arc as per the details given below:

i) Raw Betel Nuts (Diamond Cut) (1bet nut — 8 pcs) — 12 kg;

i) Sugar Coated Fennel Sceds — 25 kg;

ii) Crystal Sugar - 2 kg:

iv) Dry Coconut pcs 1 kg;:

v) Mixed Seeds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) — 10 kg.

Applicant’s interpretation of Law:
5.1 Important Points to be considered for the Classification of Goods:

Goods arc classificd by taking into consideration the scope of headings/ subhcadings.
related Section Notes, Chapter Notes, and the General Interpretative Rules (GIR). The GIR is
a sct of 6 rules for the classification of goods in the Tariff Schedule. These rules have to be
applicd sequentially.

5.2 Interpretative Rules play a very important role in the classification of the goods. Rule
1 of the GIR gives precedence to the Section notes/Chapter notes while classifying a product.
Rule 2(a) applies to goods imported in assembled / unassembled condition. Such goods may
be incomplete or finished form. Rule 2(b) is applicable to *mixtures’ and ‘composite goods.
Goods which arc not classifiable by application of Rule 2(b), will have to be classified by
application of Rule 3. Rule 3 has three sub-rules. Rule 4 states that goods which cannot be
classified by application of the preceding rules may be classified under the heading appropriate
to the goods to which they arec most akin. Rule 5 applics to packing materials/articles in which
the goods are carried. Rule 6 provides the general guideline for the classification of goods under

the appropriate subheading. e g, T
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3.3 Any product for which there is no current classification can be listed under the other
classification. This term encompasses all products described by the Header and Sub-hcader of
a category.

The extract of the CTH 21006 for case of reference is reproduced below:

2106 FOOD PREPARATIONS NOT ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED OR
INCLUDED

2106 10 00 - Protein concentrates and textured protein substances

2106 90 - Other:

--- Soft drink concentrates:
2106 90 11 ---- Sharbat
2106 90 19 ---- Other kg. 150% -
2106 90 20 --- Pan masala
2106 90 30 --- Betel nut product known as “Supari
2106 90 40 --- Sugar-syrups containing added [lavouring of colouring matter, not ¢lsewhere
specified or included; lactose syrup: glucose syrup and malto dextrine s_\"rup
2106 90 50 --- Compound preparations for making non-alcoholic beverages
2106 90 60 --- IFood flavouring material
2106 90 70 --- Churna for pan
2106 90 80 --- Custard powder

--- Other :
2106 90 91 ---- Diabectic foods
2106 90 92 ---- Sterilized or pasteurized millstone

2106 90 99 ---- Other

5.4 The Note(A) of Customs Tariff Heading 21.06 of the IHarmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System Lxplanatory Notes (ENs). for ready reference, is reproduced
below:

2106 FOOD PREPARATIONS NO'T ELSEWHLERE SPECIFIED OR INCLUDID
Provided that they are not covered by any other heading of the Nomenclature, this heading
covers: Note (A) — Preparations for use, cither directly or after processing (such as cooking.
dissolving. or boiling in water, milk, ctc.), for human consumption.

5.5 'The supplementary Notes (1) & (2) of Chapter 21 of the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System Explanatory Notes (IENs), for ready reference. are reproduced

below:

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES: (1) -

In this Chapter, -""Pan masala” means any preparation containing betel nuts and any onc
or more of the following ingredients, namely: lime, katha (catechu), and tobacco whether or not
containing any other ingredient. such as cardamom. copra. or menthol.

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTLES: (2) -
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In this Chapter — “betel nut product known as Supari”™ means any preparation containing
betel nuts, but not containing any onc or more of the following ingredients, namely: lime, katha
(catechu), and tobacco, whether or not containing any other ingredients, such as cardamom,
copra, or menthol.

5.6 Applicant submits that. the goods to be imported is a ready-to-cat food mixture of the list
ol items such as Raw Betel Nuts (Diamond Cut)-12Kg, Sugar Crystal (2 kg). Sugar Coated
IFennel Sceds (25 kg). Dry Coconut pes (1kg). and Mixed Sceds of Sunflower & Pumpkin
(with/without skin) (10kg). It contains a mixturc of morc than onc dricd fruit (betel nut &
coconut), extract of plants such as fennel seeds & sunflower seeds, derived from fruit, i.c.,
pumpkin sceds, processed ingredients such as sugar-coated fennel seeds, and crystal sugar. After
mixing all the ingredients, the resultant product “Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener)™ is prepared. The
2o0ds to be imported a ready-to-cat preparations to use directly for human consumption. It is an
“After-meal snack™ and not elsewhere specified or included in the Customs Tariff. Therefore, it
is covered under the residual heading in Chapter 21. As per the explanatory Note(A), preparations
for use. cither directly or after processing (such as cooking, dissolving. or boiling in water, milk,
cte.), for human consumption are covered under Customs Tariff Heading (C'TH) 2106. Therefore,
the subject goods arc covered under CTH 2106.

5.7 Applicant submits that, as per the Supplementary Notes (1) of Chapter 21, any one or
more of the following ingredients. namely lime. katha (catechu), and tobacco. is a compulsory
requirement (condition) to classify the goods under C'T1T 2106 9020 - Pan Masala. Further,
submits that, the subject goods arc excluded from Customs Tariff Item (CT1) 2106 9020 — Pan
Masala, as the subject goods do not contain any onc or more of the following ingredients, namely
lime, katha (catechu), and tobacco.

5.8 Applicant submits that. as per the Supplementary Notes (2) of Chapter 21. any
preparation containing betel nuts, but not containing any onc or morc of the following
ingredients, namely: lime, katha (catechu), and tobacco, whether or not containing any other
ingredients, such as cardamom, copra, or menthol, will be covered under CT12106 9030 - Betel
nut product known as ““Supari™.

IFurther. submits that. the subject goods arc not covered under Customs Tariff Item (CTT)
2106 9030 because apart from Raw Betel Nuts pes (12kg), it contains many other ingredients
such as Sugar Crystal (2 kg), Sugar Coated I'ennel Sceds (25 kg), Dry Coconut pes (1kg) and
Mixed Sceds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) (10kg). The content of raw betel nuts

is only 20%. It contains a mixturc of more than one dried [ruit (betel nut & coconut), extract of

plants such as fenncl sceds & sunflower seeds, derived from fruit, i.c., pumpkin sceds, processed
ingredients such as sugar-coated fennel seeds, and crystal sugar. Secondly, in the trade parlance,
it is also not known as ‘betcl nut preparation’ because it contains a mixture of many other
ingredicents. and it itself is a different food product/preparation. Thus, in the trade parlance, it is
known as “*Mukhwas or Mouth I-reshener™ as “After-meal snack™. Therefore. the *“Mukhwas’
will be excluded from CT12106 9030 and will be covered under *Others’ under 199.
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5.9 Applicant submits that, subject goods arc not covered under the Customs Tariff Heading
2001- Vegetables, Fruits. Nuts and Other lLidible Parts of Plants. Prepared or Preserved by
Vinegar or Acetic. Acid because the subject goods are not prepared or preserved by Vinegar or
Acetic Acid.

5.10  Applicant submits that, the subject goods are not covered under Chapter 08 because apart
from Raw Betel Nuts pes (12kg), it containg many other ingredients such as Sugar Crystal (2 kg).
Sugar Coated FFennel Sceds (25 kg), Dry Coconut pes (1kg) and Mixed Sceeds of Sunflower &
Pumpkin (with/without skin) (10kg). The content of raw betel nuts is only 20%. It contains a
mixture of one or more of dried fruits (betel nut & coconut), extract of plants such as fennel seeds
& sunflower sceds, derived from fruit pumpkin sceds, processed ingredients such as sugar-coated
fennel seeds, and crystal sugar. Secondly, in the trade parlance, it is also not known as “betel
nut’ because it contains a mixture of many other ingredients, and it itself is a different food
product/preparation. Thus, in the trade parlance, it is known as “Mukhwas or Mouth Freshener™
as “After-meal snack™. Therefore, the “Mukhwas’ will be excluded from Chapter 08 and will be
covered under *Others” under C'T121069099.

5.11 Kind attention of the Authority is invited to the General Note ol Chapter 17 of the
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System Explanatory Notes (1:Ns), for ready
reference, are reproduced below: :

This Chapter covers not only sugars as such (c.g.. sucrose, lactose, maltose, glucose and
fructose), but also sugar syrups, artificial honey caramel. molasses resulting from the extraction
or refining of sugar confectionery. Solid sugar and molasses of this Chapter may contain added
flavouring or colouring matter.

This Chapter does not include:

(a)Sugar confectionery containing cocoa or chocolate (Other than white chocolate) in any
proportion, and sweetened cocoa powders (heading 18.06).

(b)Sweetened food preparations of Chapters 19, 20, 21 or 22.

(c)Sweetened forage (heading 23.09).

(d)Chemically pure sugars (other than sucrose. lactose, maltose, glucose and fructosc). And
aqucous solutions thercof (heading 29.40).

(¢)Medicaments containing sugar

5.12  Applicant submits that, as per the General Notes of Chapter 21 the “Sweetened food
preparations of Chapter 21” are excluded from Chapter 17.

Rule 3 of Tariff Classification General Rules of Interpretation of the Harmonized
System for ready reference is reproduced below:

Rule 3: When by application of Rule 2 (b) or for any other rcason. goods are, prima
facie, classifiable under two or more headings, classification shall be effected as follows:
(a) The heading which provides the most specific description shall be preferred to headings
providing a more general description. However, when two or more headings cach refer to part
only of the materials or substances contained in mixed or composite goods or to part only of
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the items in a sct put up for retail sale, those headings are to be regarded as cqually specific in
rclation to those goods. even if one of them gives a more complete or precise description of the
2oods.

(b) Mixtures, composite goods consisting of different materials or made up of different
components, and goods put up in scts for retail sale, which cannot be classificd by reference to
3(a), shall be classified as if they consisted of the material or component which gives them '
their essential character, insofar as this criterion is applicable.

(¢) When goods cannot be classified by reference to 3(a) or 3(b), they shall be classified under
the heading which occurs last in numerical order among those which equally merit
consideration.

5.13  In view of the above submissions, it is crystal clear that **Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener)
containing the following ingredicents such as Raw Betel Nuts pes (12kg) (Diamond cut — cach
nut 8 picces), Sugar Crystal (2 kg), Sugar Coated Fennel Sceds (25 kg), Dry Coconut pes (1kg)
and Mixed Sceds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) (10kg)™ will fall under Chapter
Heading 2106. However, in casc of any doubt, if any, regarding classification between Chapter
I 7 becausce of the nature of the goods, cte., it is contended that as per the Rule 3(¢) of the Tariff
classification of General Rules of Interpretation mentioned above “when goods cannot be
classified by reference to 3(a) or 3(b). they shall be classified under the heading which occurs
last in numerical order among those which equally merit consideration™. Therefore, on the basis
of the said rules, the subject goods have to be classified under the latter heading, that is, CT11
2106.

5.14  The Applicant submits that, in the case of Prem Ghan Products reported in 2019 (20)
G.ST.L. 796 (A.AR. - GST), the Advance Ruling Authority under GST, Madhya Pradesh it
was held that “Mouth fresheners (after mixing Kharak. Khopra, Sugar. Saunf, Mishri. fennel.
Dates, Saccharin, menthol. Papaya fruit, or natural flavouring substances). The Applicant
procures various raw materials like betelnut, sugar, kharak, menthol, mishri, etc., and after
mixing, the resultant product is sold in the market under various product names, this would fall
undcr Chapter leading 2106.

The extract of the case law supporting our contention is reproduced below:
Bags industrics - - Advance Ruling Authority. Mumbai [2024(390) 15.1..1T.488 (A.A.R. - Cus. -
Mumbai)|

Flavoured and coated illaichi - Food preparations not elsewhere specified - Tariff
Heading 2106 - Spice based mouth freshener is imported into India in bulk bags - Overseas
supplicr’s processing of green fresh cardamom include (a) impuritics removal; (b) killing
bacteria; (¢) scparating cardamom sceds: (d) adding aromatic spices, silver lcaf, and artificial
sweeteners: and (d) packing in 50kg to 80kg packs - Illaichi subjected to claborate process to
make it fit for consumption as mouth freshener - Consumed directly or after processing in Note
5(b) of Chapter 21 of Customs Tariff Act, 1975 - Applicant claimed classification under Tariff
Item 2106 90 99 in terms of Supplementary Note 5(b) to Chapter 21 ibid - HELD : Value-
added illaichi product emerges after its processing, which is classifiable under Heading 2106
ibid and more particularly under Tariff Ttem 2106 90 99 (other) ibid - It is diffcreniliany i
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or cardamom classifiable under Chapter 9 of Customs Tariff Act, 1975 - Scction 12 of Customs
Act, 1962. |paras 8.4, 10|

6. Port of Import and reply from jurisdictional Commissioncrate:

The applicant in their CAAR-1 indicated that they intend to import the subject goods
from jurisdictional commissionerate of the Principal Commissioner of Customs. Kandla
Custom House, Near Balaji Temple, Kandla-370210. The application was forwarded to the
jurisdictional of commissionerate of the Principal Commissioner of Customs, Kandla Custom
House for their comments on 05.09.2025, 01.10.2025, and 31.10.2025, however no response
was received from the said commissioncrate.

7 Details of Hearing- A personal hearing was held in this matter on 10.11.2025 at 11:30

Am. Sh. Lawrence Tauro, Advocate/representative appeared in this matter for P11, on behalfl
of the applicant. He reiterated the submission filed with the application that the subject goods
arc “Mukhwas™ (Para 4.1 in the application-definition/explanation is available) comprising
the following ingredients in 50 kg bags:-

i Raw betel nut (Diamond cut 8 picces)-12kg
ii. Sugar crystal -2kg

iii. Sugar coated fennel-25kg

iv. Dry coconut powder -1kg

V. Mixed Sunflower pumpkin sced-10kg

The learned representative further contended that in 50kg of Bag the ingredients arce
mixed and there is no any ingredient is dominant, but all arc essential to make the “Mukhwas
preparation™.

[e relied upon the following case laws:
i. Premghan Product
ii. Bag Industry

e submitted that the subject goods merit classification under CT11-2106, more
specifically under C'TI-21069099 and not under CTH 1704. Nobody appeared for P11 from the
department side.

8. Additional submission by the applicant: - Additional submission dated 08.12.2025 was
made by Sh. Lawrence Tauro, Advocate/representative on behalf of the applicant wherein he
inter-alia submitted as below:

8.1 As per the Supplementary Notes (2) of Chapter 21, any preparation containing betel
nuts, but not containing any one or more of the following ingredients. namely: lime. katha
(catechu). and tobacco, whether or not containing any other ingredients. such as cardamom.
copra, or menthol, will be covered under C'TT2106 9030 - Betel nut product known as “Supari™.
8.2 The Rule 3(b) of General Interpretative Rules of Classification for casc of reference is

reproduced below:
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Rule 3(b) - Mixtures. composite goods consisting of different materials or made up ol different
components, and goods put up in scts for retail sale, which cannot be classified by reference to
3(a), shall be classificed as if they consisted of the material or component which gives them
their essential character, insofar as this criterion is applicable.

8.3 Mukhwas is a composite good or mixture, typically consisting of various seeds, nuts,
spices, and sometimes sugar or flavourings. Therefore, Rule 3(b) of the Tariff classification of
General Rules of Interpretation is applicable for classifying whether under C'TT 21069030 or
21069099. The classification depends on the composite material (ingredicents) that give them
their essential character. or otherwise. on the weight of the composite material (ingredients).

8.4 On behalf of the applicant, we submit that, while betel nut (supari) is a traditional
ingredient in some types of mukhwas, it is not the primary or sole content of all mukhwas.
Mukhwas is a diverse category of after-meal mouth fresheners, and many popular variations
focus on other sceds and ingredicnts.

[ in the Mukhwas, the primary or sole or major content is of betelnut, then the subject
preparation will be covered under CT121069030 - Betel nut product known as “*Supari”. In the
tradc parlance, such type of preparation is known as “Sweet Supari Mukhwas, Fiki Supari
Mukhwas, Gulab Supari Mukhwas, ctc.” In such type of Mukhwas, the primary and essential
character is of Betel nut. therefore, it is covered under the sub-heading 21069030. Further, the
said item is different from the item mentioned in the advance ruling application. The photos of

3 different brands of Indian Mukhwas wherein the primary or major content is of Betel nut
found on the online sale as below:
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Supari Sweet Mukhwvwwwas | Mouth
Freshemer | (Swvweet | Hard | Betal Areca
Nuts Picces) (SO0g)

8.5 On bchalf of the applicant, we submit that, the betel nut food preparation products (not
clsewhere specified or included) are covered in Customs Tariff Heading 2106, under sub-
hcadings 21069020, 21069030, and 21069099. The sub-hcadings 21069020 & 21069030
covered specified goods as mentioned in the explanatory notes. but it is not an exhaustive list.
The food preparation of betelnut (not elsewhere specified or included), wherein the betel nut is
not primary or containing not more than 50% by weight, will be covered under the heading
Other food preparation in sub-heading 21069099.

8.6 Further, the subject goods are not covered under Customs Tariff Item (C'I'T) 2106 9030
because apart from Raw Betel Nuts pes (12kg). it contains many other ingredients such as
Sugar Crystal (2 kg), Sugar Coated IFennel Seeds (25 kg), Dry Coconut pes (1kg) and Mixed
Seeds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) (10kg). The content of raw betel nuts is
only 24% by weight, and the remaining mixture of other than betel nut is 76% by weight.
Therefore, the betel nut is not a significant or primary content, and it does not give an cssential
character. Thus. the subject goods, cven without a betel nut content, the item in the trade
parlance will be known as “Mukhwas,” and the essential character of *“Mix Mukhwas™ docs not
change in the absence of betel nut. Emerging product is value value-added product of betel
nut (24%) and mixed with other ingredients (76%), different from betel nut products
classifiable under CTI 21069030 of the Customs Tariff Act, 1975.

8.7 The subject goods contain a mixture of more than one dried fruit (betel nut & coconut).
extract of plants such as fennel sceds & sunflower sceds, derived from fruit, i.c.. pumpkin
seeds, processed ingredients such as sugar-coated fennel seeds. and crystal sugar. Sccondly.
in the trade parlance, it is also not known as “only betel nut preparation” because it contains a
mixture of many other ingredients. and it itself is a different food product/preparation. Thus,
in the trade parlance, it is known as “Mukhwas/After Eats” as “Mouth Freshener or
After-meal snack”. The subject goods are not made primarily of betel nut, but they are mixed
with other ingredients. The main ingredicnt, quantity-wise, is sugar-coated fennel seeds (50%
by weight). Thus, the subject food preparation does not have a specific heading under C'TH
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2106: therefore, it is covered under Others. Therefore, as per Rule 3(b) of the Tariff
classification of General Rules of Interpretation, the subject ‘Mukhwas” will be excluded from
CTT 2106 9030 and will be correctly covered in “Others” under CTI 2106 9099. The colour
photos of three different brands of “Mukhwas (Betel nut mixed with other ingredients)” found
on the online sale and submitted by applicant arc as below (Picture and content info shared by
applicant):
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Royal Mukhwas Combo Pack of 2 | Royal
Mukhwas Classic + Roval Mukhwas Sugar Free
| 100gm Each

Re 500,00 Ry, 4175 00

ed

What's in the Mulkhswas? |

Sunflower seeds

Melon seeds

Flaxseeds

Fennel sceds

Sesame seadas

Sugar

Dates

Beaete! nuts

Liry rose patals

AMitlet Ammica’s Roval Moalkinwvas Sugarfre:
This nutrnitous Royal Mukhnwwas Sugarfree s a it
digestion

Made from Sunflower Seeds. Melan O
body requirgs The sugar free mukinw
Tnis Mukhwas s designed 1o be a palate ¢
indigestion

All the ingredients 1n thus Royal Mukhinvas Sugarfise
it

Enjoy this healttiy ROyal Mukhiwas Sugarfrea imiade
What's in the Mukhwas?

Sunflower seeads

LN I I I I B

-
- Melon seeds
- Flaxseeds
- Fennel seeds
- Dates
- Betel nuts
- Dry rose petals
Total Price How tao store? ‘
_— Storé your favourite Royal Mukhwas Classic/Sugar-|
Augte Cat of 6 months

+ Produg Deseriptis
Bulisi e ation Net Weight: 100 gm + 100gm

8.8 The classification has to be scen at the time of import by the importer and not the usce
to which it will be put by the buyers of goods from the applicant. In this regard the applicant
rclied on the of:

Hemant Subhas Teke V/s. Union of India|2024(389) E.L..T.161(BOM)|

Wherein it was held that Classification had to be scen at time of import by importer and
not use to which it was put by buyers of goods from Pctitioncr.

9. The Applicant also submitted the photos of the subject goods and price breakup of
ingredients per ton of the subject goods. The same are produced as below:

9.1 Sample Photographs of the subject goods are below:

IR
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DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS

10. I have carcfully gone through all the materials placed before me in respect of the subject
c00ds. I have gonce through the submissions made by the applicant in CAAR application as
well as the submission made by the applicant during the personal hearing. No reply has been
received from the jurisdictional Authority. | proceed to pronounce a ruling on the basis of
information availablc on record as well as existing legal framework. The issuc before me is to
decide the classification of the subject goods known as ‘“Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener)’.

11. At the outsct. I find that the issue raised in the question in the Form CAAR-1 is squarely
covered under Section 281H(2) of the Customs Act, 1962, being a matter related to classification
of goods under the provisions of this Act.

12. Before deciding the issuc. let me deliberate on the legal framework prescribed in
Customs Tariff Act, 1975, Chapter/ Scction notes along with HSN explanatory notes. As per
Rule 1 of GRI, the titles of Sections, Chapters and sub-Chapters arc provided for case of
reference only; for legal purposcs, classification shall be determined according to the terms of
the headings and any relative section or chapter notes.

13. I obscrve that subject good arc a kind of mixtures of different edible ingredients
commonly known as Mukhwas (Mouth FFreshener). The applicant intends to import the said
coods i.c. "Mukhwas’ in 50 kg bags. I:ach bag of *Mukhwas’ will contain mixturc of following
05 ingredients in the quantity/ratio as mentioned below:

i) Raw Betel Nuts (Diamond Cut) (1bet nut — 8 pes) — 12 kg;

ii) Sugar Coated Fennel Sceds — 25 kg;

iii) Crystal Sugar 2 kg;

iv) Dry Coconut pes — 1 kg:

v) Mixed Seeds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) -- 10 kg.

As per Applicant’s Interpretation of law the subject goods being preparation/mixturce
not included clsewhere arc classifiable under CTH-2106, and Tariff [tem 21069099.

14. I observe that as per the composition or the ingredient contained in it, subject good is a
food preparation/mixture prepared by mixing of 05 ingredients viz. Betel nut, sugar coated
fennel seeds. sugar. coconut pes and sceds (sunflower & pumpkin). However. I do not find any
specific heading for entry for Mukhwas in the Customs Tariff Act, 1975. The subject good is
used as a Mouth freshener and the same arc known as “mukhwas’™ in the common trade
parlance. As per Wikipedia “Mukhwas’ is a colourful South Asian after-mcal snack used as a
breath freshener.

15. I obscrve that food preparation which are not covered specifically anywhere in the
Customs Tariff fall under the CTH-2106 FOOD PREPARATIONS NOT ELSEWHERE
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SPECIFIED OR INCLUDED. The description of goods covered under C'T1-2106 under

different item headings arc produced below:

2106 FOOD PREPARATIONS NOT ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED OR INCLUDED
2106 10 00 - Protein concentrates and textured protein substances
2106 90 - Other:
--- Soft drink concentrates:
2106 90 11 ---- Sharbat
2106 90 19 ---- Other kg. 150% -
2106 90 20 --- Pan masala
2106 90 30 --- Betel nut product known as “Supari
2106 90 40 --- Sugar-syrups containing added flavouring of colouring matter. not elsewhere
specified or included; lactose syrup: glucose syrup and malto dextrine syrup
2106 90 50 --- Compound preparations for making non-alcoholic beverages
2106 90 60 --- FFood flavouring material
2106 90 70 --- Churna for pan
2106 90 80 --- Custard powder

--- Other :
2106 90 91 ---- Diabctic foods
2106 90 92 ---- Sterilized or pasteurized millstone

2106 90 99 -——- Other

As one of the ingredients of the subject goods is Raw Betel Nuts (Diamond Cut) (Ibet
nut — 8 pes). therefore, I observe that there are three possible item headings of the subject goods
under the CTH-2106 viz. 2106 90 20- Pan masala, 2106 90 30-Betel nut product known as
“Supari and 2106 90 99-Other.

16. Now. I discuss all the three possible item headings one by one to reach to conclusion
which item heading covers the subject goods more specifically i.c “Mukhwas (Mouth
I‘'reshener)’.

16.1 I observe that Item heading 2106 90 20 covers goods “Pan masala®™ while the subject
goods arc “Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener)’. Also, supplementary Note 1 to the Chapter 21 is
regarding “Pan masala’. The same is produced as below:

1. In this Chapter, —Pan masalal means any preparation containing betel nuts and any
one or more of the following ingredients, namely: lime, katha (catechu) and tobacco whether

or not containing any other ingredient, such as cardamom, copra or menthol.

On going through the said chapter note 1 observe that pan masala is a good which
contains betel nuts and one or more of the following ingredients, namely: lime, katha (catechu)
and tobacco. Also, pan masala may contain any other ingredicent such as cardamom, copra or
menthol ete. I observe that the subject are ‘“Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener) is not covered by the
CT12106 90 20 which covers “Pan masala’® for the following rcasons:
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a) Description of the subject good is ‘Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener)” while the CTT 2106
90 20 covers “Pan masala® which is different goods than of subject good.

b) The subject good docs not contain any onc of the ingredients i.c lime, katha (catechu)
and tobacco as required in terms of the above produced supplementary Note 1.

17. Now I discuss whether the subject goods are covered under Item heading 2106 90 30
covering Betel nut product known as —Suparil or otherwisc. In this regard supplementary
I is produced

Note 2 to the Chapter 21 which is regarding “Betel nut product known as —Supari

as below:

2. In this Chapter —betel nut product known as Suparil means any preparation
containing hetel nuts, but not containing any one or more of the following ingredients, namely.
lime, katha (catechu) and tobacco whether or not containing any other ingredients, such as
cardamom, copra or menthol.

On going through item hecading and the said chapter note 2 [ observe that Betel nut
product known as —Suparil is a good which contains betel nuts and for a goods to fall under
this item heading the goods should not contain any onc or more of the ingredients, namcly:
lime. katha (catechu) and tobacco. The goods may contain other ingredients, such as
cardamom, copra or menthol.

In terms of the tariff item description and above produced supplementary Note 2. |
observe that for a good to fall under this tariff item 21069030 following conditions should be

met.
1) The goods should be betel nut product known as supari.
i) The goods should contain betel nuts predominantly.
i) The goods should not contain lime, katha (catechu) and tobacco.

iv)Ja) The goods may contain other ingredients such as cardamom, copra or menthol.
OR
iv)b)  The goods may not contain other ingredients such as cardamom, copra or menthol.

I also obscrve that in case of betel nut product known as supari if condition ii, iii and
iv(b) arc satisfied the goods will be 100% betelnut product. Therefore, the goods covered by
CT1-2106 90 30 which arc Betel nut product known as —Suparil may contain betel nut upto
100%. Betel nuts arc known as supari in common trade parlance. Therefore, it can be inferred
that predominant ingredicnt of the goods to fall under the item 2106 90 30 should be betel nut.

17.1  Now. I discuss whether subject good satisfy the above-mentioned conditions and is
covered by Tariff entry 2106 90 30 or otherwisc:

) As discussed in the forgoing paras, the subject good is not known as “supari’ rather
known_as.. dawas (Mouth Ireshener)’. Some of the pictures of both kind of similar
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goods(‘supari’ and *Muhkwas (Mouth I'reshener)’ ) available on eccommerce websites and
submitted by applicant in its application are mentioned at para 8.4 and 8.7 above. .

i) Subject good contains betel nut but do not contain lime, katha (catechu) and tobacco.
The subject goods contain dry coconut picces known as copra.

The details of the ingredients contained in cach 50 kg bag., quantity. ete.. are as
mentioned below:
i) Raw Betel Nuts (Diamond Cut) (1bet nut — 8 pes) — 12 kg;(24%)
if) Sugar Coated Fennel Seeds — 25 kg;(50%)
iii) Crystal Sugar — 2 kg:(4%)
iv) Dry Coconut pes — 1 kg:(2%)
v) Mixed Seeds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without skin) 10 kg(20%)

I obscrve the quantity of betel nut in the subject is only 24%(approx.) and not pre-

dominant. The quantity of Sugar-Coated Fennel Seeds is 50% (approx.) in the subject goods.
The quantity of Sugar-Coated Fennel Seeds is more than double the quantity of betel nut in
subject good. Also, subject good contain Mixed Seeds of Sunflower & Pumpkin (with/without
skin), which are 20% in quantity and arc almost equal to the quantity of betel nut. The subject
- goods also contain some quantity of Crystal Sugar and Dry Coconut pes as ingredient.
Accordingly. on analysis of quantity of different ingredients in the subject goods. 1 observe that
betel nut is not the predominant constituent of the subject goods providing essential character
to the subject good. The highest or major component of the subject goods is Sugar Coated
FFennel Seeds (50% approx.). The goods are mixture containing 05 ingredients as mentioned
above.
17.2.  Further, the subject good is not known as “Supari” in the common trade parlance. The
subject good is known as “Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener)™ in common trade parlance which is
mainly a mixture containing 05 ingredients in the instant casc. | also obscrve that in the trade
parlance many more combinations of Mukhwas (mouth fresheners) are also available.

17.3  In view of the above discussion and findings and by applying the ratio of common
parlance or trade or commercial parlance as held in a catena of judgements.

I reach to conclusion that the subject goods does not merit classification under the Tarift
entry 2106 90 30 which covers item Betel nut product known as —Supari.

18. As discussed above the subject good i.c “Mukhwas (Mouth Freshener) s
preparation/mixture of different ingredients is not covered by tariff items 2106 90 20 - “Pan
masala’ and 2106 90 30 -Betel nut product known as —Supari. Instead. it can rcasonably and
logically be classified under residual entry to CTH 2106 “FOOD PREPARATIONS NOT
ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED OR INCLUDED” and more specifically under CT1 2106 90 99
as other.
“18.1  Further, Note 6 to the chapter 21 of the Custom Tariff Act which is produced as below:
6. Tariff item 2106 90 99 includes sweet meats commonly known as —Misthans! or
—Mithail or called by any other name. They also include products commonly known as
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—Nambkeens, —mixtures, —Bhujia, Chabena or called by any other name. Such products

remain classified in these sub-headings irrespective of the nature of their ingredients.

1 obscrve as per the above Note 6 to the Chapter 21. The tariff item 2106 90 99 includes
wide varicty of products such as products commonly known as Namkeens, mixtures, Bhujia,
Chabena or called by any other name. As discussed above the subject goods is “Mukhwas
(Mouth I'reshener)” which is a kind of preparation consists of mixture of different ingredients.

18.2  As per the Cambridge dictionary “mixture” is defined as :- a subsiance made from
a combination of different substances, or any combination of different things:

The onlinc dictionary vocabulary.com defines ‘mixture” as: - A mixture is, simply, the
product of mixing.

I observe that mixture is simply a product/substance made by mixing of different
substances. It is cvident from the composition of the subject goods *Mukhwas (Mouth
I'reshener)” that it is a mixture containing different ingredients. Thercfore, the subject goods
being a mixture a kind of food preparation not included or specified elsewhere in the Customs
tariff item. will fall under t

1c tariffitem 2106 90 99 in terms GRI 1 read with Note 6 to chapter
21 of the Customs Tarifl Act.

19. On the basis of forcgoing discussions and findings, I reach to conclusion that the subject
goods "Mukhwas (Mouth I'reshener)’ containing said ingredients as mentioned in the para 17.1
abovce s classifiable under C'TH 2106, and more specifically under Tariff item 2106 90 99 as
others. of the first schedule to the Customs Tariff Act. 1975, as amended.

19.1  The applicant has requested the Authority to keep Order/Ruling  confidential.
Regulation 27 of the Customs Authority for Advance Rulings Regulations, 2021 as amended
vide Notification No. 63/2022-Customs (N.T".) dated 20.07.2022 rcad as:

27 Publication of order or advance rulings-Such of the orders or advance rulings of
the Authority as the Authority deemed fit for publication in any authoritative report or the
press. may be released for such publication on such terms and conditions as the Authority may
specify.

Provided that at the request of the applicant, the Authority may take necessary steps in

order to protect commercially confidential information.

Accordingly. the request of the applicant to protect commercially confidential
information is approved by keeping the ruling confidential.

I rule accordingly.

£

(Prabhat K. Rameshwaram)
Customs Authority for Advance Rulings,
Mumbali
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I'. No. CAAR/CUS/APPL/151/2025-26-0O/0 Commr-CAAR-Mumbai  Dated:23.01.2026
This copy is certified to be a true copy of the ruling and is sent to:

. White Tieer Exim Private Limite %
1. M/s Whllu l|.gu Exim P‘lEleL [Limited, > Do2d 2 /7 Ay PYP)
Gami Industrial Park, Office No. B39, 2nd Desk 0021, 2 y
S. Central Road, Pawane, Navi Mumbai, Dist. Thanc, @i L
e ))
Maharashtra - 400705 N n

(S bt
2. 'The Pr. Commissioner of Customs,

Kandla Custom Iouse, Near Balaji

Temple, Kandla-370210

(Email:commr-cuskandla@nic.in)

3. The Customs Authority for Advance Rulings,
First floor, Wing No. 6, West Block-8
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066.
Limail: cus-advrulings.del@gov.in

4. The Pr. Chief Commissioner of Customs,
New Custom House, Mumbai Zone-I,
Ballard Estates. Mumbai -40000 |

I:mail: ccu-cusmum Il @nic.in

5. The Commissioner (I.egal). CBIC Offices,
Legal/CX.8A, Cell, 5th floor, Hudco Vishala Building,
C-Wing. Bhikaji Cama Place, R. K. Puram, New Delhi -~ 110066.
Email: commr.legal-cbec(@nic.in

6. The Mcember (Customs), Central Boards of Indirect Taxes & Customs,
North Block, New Delhi-110001.

Iimail: mem.cus-cbec@nic.in

7. The Webmaster, Central Boards of Indirect Taxes & Customs.
Email: webmaster.cbec@icegate.gov.in, webmaster.cbic@icegate.gov.in

8. Guard file.

Dy. Commissioner of Customs & Sccretary
Customs Authority for Advance Rulings.

C—/ Page 19 of 19

Mumbai




